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Beating Time & Measuring Music in the Early Modern Era chronicles the shifting relationships between
ideas about time in music and science from the sixteenth through the early nineteenth centuries. Centered on
theories of musical meter, the book investigates the interdependence between theories of meter and
conceptualizations of time from the age of Zarlino to the invention of the metronome. These formulations
have evolved throughout the history of Western music, reflecting fundamental reevaluations not only of
music but also of time itself. Drawing on paradigms from the history of science and technology and the
history of philosophy, author Roger Mathew Grant illustrates ways in which theories of meter and time,
informed by one another, have manifested themselves in the field of music.

During the long eighteenth century, treatises on subjects such as aesthetics, music theory, mathematics, and
natural philosophy began to reflect an understanding of time as an absolute quantity, independent of events.
This gradual but conclusive change had a profound impact on the network of ideas connecting time, meter,
character, and tempo. Investigating the impacts of this change, Grant explores the timekeeping techniques -
musical and otherwise - that implemented this conceptual shift, both technologically and materially.

Bringing together diverse strands of thought in a broader intellectual history of temporality, Grant's study
fills an unexpected yet conspicuous gap in the history of music theory, and is essential reading for music
theorists and composers as well as historical musicologists and practitioners of historically informed
performance.
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From reader reviews:

William Watts:

This book untitled Beating Time and Measuring Music in the Early Modern Era (Oxford Studies in Music
Theory) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this
e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you
can order it by way of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past
this guide from your list.

Nichelle Shive:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a book. It is really
fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the whole day to reading a
reserve. The book Beating Time and Measuring Music in the Early Modern Era (Oxford Studies in Music
Theory) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book offers high quality.

Pearl Dyson:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Beating Time and Measuring Music in the
Early Modern Era (Oxford Studies in Music Theory) can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these books have than the others?

Tina Wilson:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but also novel and Beating Time and Measuring Music in the Early Modern
Era (Oxford Studies in Music Theory) or even others sources were given information for you. After you
know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In different
case, beside science publication, any other book likes Beating Time and Measuring Music in the Early
Modern Era (Oxford Studies in Music Theory) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many
types of book like here.
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