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This 1999 textbook investigates definiteness both from a comparative and a theoretical point of view,
showing how languages express definiteness and what definiteness is. It surveys a large number of languages
to discover the range of variation in relation to definiteness and related grammatical phenomena, such as
demonstratives, possessives and personal pronouns. It outlines work done on the nature of definiteness in
semantics, pragmatics and syntax, and develops an account on which definiteness is a grammatical category
represented in syntax as a functional head (the widely discussed D). Consideration is also given to the origins
and evolution of definite articles in the light of the comparative and theoretical findings. Among the claims
advanced are that definiteness does not occur in all languages, though the pragmatic concept which it
grammaticalizes probably does.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Orvis:

With other case, little people like to read book Definiteness (Cambridge Textbooks in Linguistics). You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book
Definiteness (Cambridge Textbooks in Linguistics). You can add knowledge and of course you can around
the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is
possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is
called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Jamie Hernandez:

The book Definiteness (Cambridge Textbooks in Linguistics) has a lot details on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
perusing this book.

Maria Couch:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have
read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The
Definiteness (Cambridge Textbooks in Linguistics) will give you a new experience in reading through a
book.

Henry Buford:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that question was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Definiteness
(Cambridge Textbooks in Linguistics).
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