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Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849) was an American original-a luminous literary theorist, an erratic genius, and an
analyst par excellence of human obsession and compulsion. The scope of his literary achievements and the
dramatic character of Poe's life have drawn readers and critics to him in droves.

And yet, upon his death, one obituary penned by a literary enemy in the New York Daily Tribune cascaded
into a lasting stain on Poe's character, leaving a historic misunderstanding. Many remember Poe as a
difficult, self-pitying, troubled drunkard often incapable of caring for himself.

Poe reclaims the Baltimore and Virginia writer's reputation and power, retracing Poe's life and career.
Biographer and critic James M. Hutchisson captures the boisterous worlds of literary New York and
Philadelphia in the 1800s to understand why Poe wrote the way he did and why his achievement was so
important to American literature. The biography presents a critical overview of Poe's major works and his
main themes, techniques, and imaginative preoccupations.

This portrait of the writer emphasizes Poe's southern identity; his existence as a workaday journalist in the
burgeoning magazine era; his authority as a literary critic and cultural arbiter; his courtly demeanor and
sense of social propriety; his advocacy of women writers; his adaptation of art forms as diverse as the so-
called "gutter press" and the haunting rhythms of African American spirituals; his borrowing of imagery
from such popular social movements as temperance and freemasonry; and his far-reaching, posthumous
influence.

James M. Hutchisson, Charleston, South Carolina, is a professor of American literature and southern studies
at The Citadel.
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From reader reviews:

Arnold Grigg:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Poe.

Anne Bonk:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Poe suitable to
you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled Poeis the one of several
books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you
read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author explained their
thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will
give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world
within this book.

Corinna Edwards:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Poe, you may enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Regina Dye:

The book untitled Poe contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy
means. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read
this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of
literary works. You can easily read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or
program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.
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