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Historical exploration of Masonic rituals of initiation.

For more than three hundred years the practice of Masonic rituals of initiation has been part of Western
culture, spreading far beyond the boundaries of traditional Freemasonry. Henrik Bogdan explores the
historical development of these rituals and their relationship with Western esotericism. Beginning with the
Craft degrees of Freemasonry—the blueprints, as it were, of all later Masonic rituals of initiation—Bogdan
examines the development of the Masonic High Degrees, the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn—the most
influential of all nineteenth-century occultist initiatory societies—and Gerald Gardner’s Witchcraft
movement of the 1950s, one of the first large-scale Western esoteric New Religions Movements.

“…Bogdan’s book is a valuable contribution to the developing academic discipline of Western Esotericism
and new religions … this book will provide an important linguistic and historical step forward in a
previously unrecognized field that appears to be—finally—coming into its own.” — Alternative Spirituality
and Religion Review

“Bogdan’s book offers a useful brief primer on the history of Freemasonry and scholarship on Western
esotericism, presenting considerable bibliographic information for interested scholars new to the fields. For
that alone its value is assured. But Bodgan’s work also illustrates important tensions within the study of
Western esotericism and the connected field of Pagan Studies.” — The Pomegranate

“…offers a very promising new take on the question of esotericism and its historical continuity.” — Journal
of Religion

“This is truly an original work on an important subject. The most significant thing is probably the definition
of ‘ritual.’ The field of Western esotericism is a young one, and while some of its terminology is now a
matter of common consent, ritual has never been subjected to scrutiny in this context. Bogdan also shows
how different rituals convey different elements of the Western esoteric tradition: some Freemasonic ritual
teaches alchemy; the Golden Dawn teaches Kabbalah; and witchcraft teaches principles of sexual magic. The
entire book has an earnestness about it that makes the reader take these rituals seriously.” — Joscelyn
Godwin, author of The Real Rule of Four

Henrik Bogdan teaches in the Department of Religious Studies and Theology at Göteborg University in
Sweden.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Roberts:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the publication untitled Western Esotericism and Rituals of Initiation (SUNY series in Western
Esoteric Traditions) can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Cheryl Cooley:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get wide range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is actually Western Esotericism and Rituals of Initiation (SUNY series in Western Esoteric Traditions).

Patrice Reese:

This Western Esotericism and Rituals of Initiation (SUNY series in Western Esoteric Traditions) is great
publication for you because the content which is full of information for you who have always deal with
world and also have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great
manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information
with attractive delivering sentences. Having Western Esotericism and Rituals of Initiation (SUNY series in
Western Esoteric Traditions) in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this book already
do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

Michael Grammer:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This book Western Esotericism and Rituals of Initiation (SUNY series in Western
Esoteric Traditions) was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know
how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many
ways to get book that you just wanted.
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