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In this spellbinding new history, David Goldfield offers the first
major new interpretation of the Civil War era since James M. McPherson's
Battle Cry of Freedom. Where past scholars have limned the war
as a triumph of freedom, Goldfield sees it as America's greatest
failure: the result of a breakdown caused by the infusion of evangelical
religion into the public sphere. As the Second GreatAwakening surged
through America, political questions became matters of good and evil to
be fought to the death.

The price of that failure was horrific,
but the carnage accomplished what statesmen could not: It made the
United States one nation and eliminated slavery as a divisive force in
the Union. The victorious North became synonymous with America as a land
of innovation and industrialization, whose teeming cities offered
squalor and opportunity in equal measure. Religion was supplanted by
science and a gospel of progress, and the South was left behind.

Goldfield's panoramic narrative, sweeping from the 1840s to the end of
Reconstruction, is studded with memorable details and luminaries such as
HarrietBeecher Stowe, Frederick Douglass, and Walt Whitman. There are
lesser known yet equally compelling characters, too, including Carl
Schurz-a German immigrant, warhero, and postwar reformer-and Alexander
Stephens, the urbane and intellectual vice president of the Confederacy.
America Aflame is a vivid portrait of the "fiery trial"that transformed the country we live in.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Perez:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know which you should start with. This America Aflame: How the Civil War Created a Nation is
our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Antonia Parham:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this
America Aflame: How the Civil War Created a Nation.

William Marshall:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This America Aflame: How the Civil War
Created a Nation can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?

Larry Strickland:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This America Aflame: How the Civil War Created a Nation can
give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have America Aflame: How the Civil War Created a Nation.
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