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As past president of both the History of Science Society and the American Society of Church History,
Ronald L. Numbers is uniquely qualified to assess the historical relations between science and Christianity.
In this collection of his most recent essays, he moves beyond the clichés of conflict and harmony to explore
the tangled web of historical interactions involving scientific and religious beliefs.
In his lead essay he offers an unprecedented overview of the history of science and Christianity from the
perspective of the ordinary people who filled the pews of churchesor loitered around outside. Unlike the elite
scientists and theologians on whom most historians have focused, these vulgar Christians cared little about
the discoveries of Copernicus, Newton, and Einstein. Instead, they worried about the causes of the diseases
and disasters that directly affected their lives and about scientists preposterous attempts to trace human
ancestry back to apes.
Far from dismissing opinion-makers in the pulpit, Numbers closely looks at two the most influential
Protestant theologians in nineteenth-century America: Charles Hodge and William Henry Green. Hodge,
after decades of struggling to harmonize Gods two revelationsin nature and in the Biblein the end famously
described Darwinism as atheism. Green, on the basis of his careful biblical studies, concluded that Ussher's
chronology was unreliable, thus opening the door for Christian anthropologists to accommodate the
subsequent discovery of human antiquity.
In Science without God Numbers traces the millennia-long history of so-called methodological naturalism,
the commitment to explaining the natural world without appeals to the supernatural. By the early nineteenth
century this practice was becoming the defining characteristic of science; in the late twentieth century it
became the central point of attack in the audacious attempt of intelligent designers to redefine science.
Numbers ends his reassessment by arguing that although science has markedly changed the world we live in,
it has contributed less to secularizing it than many have claimed.
Taken together, these accessible and authoritative essays form a perfect introduction to Christian attitudes
towards science since the 17th century.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Shumaker:

The book Science and Christianity in Pulpit and Pew make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to
use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book Science and Christianity
in Pulpit and Pew for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable,
increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and
read a book Science and Christianity in Pulpit and Pew. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Wayne Hankinson:

The feeling that you get from Science and Christianity in Pulpit and Pew may be the more deep you looking
the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to know but Science and Christianity in Pulpit and Pew giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read it
because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of Science and Christianity in Pulpit and Pew
instantly.

Luis Gonzalez:

The reason why? Because this Science and Christianity in Pulpit and Pew is an unordinary book that the
inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes
the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Andre Barrett:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The Science and
Christianity in Pulpit and Pew will give you new experience in examining a book.
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