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Contrary to popular perception, slavery persisted in the North well into the nineteenth century. This was
especially the case in New Jersey, the last northern state to pass an abolition statute, in 1804. Because of the
nature of the law, which freed children born to enslaved mothers only after they had served their mother's
master for more than two decades, slavery continued in New Jersey through the Civil War. Passage of the
Thirteenth Amendment in 1865 finally destroyed its last vestiges.

The Ragged Road to Abolition chronicles the experiences of slaves and free blacks, as well as abolitionists
and slaveholders, during slavery's slow northern death. Abolition in New Jersey during the American
Revolution was a contested battle, in which constant economic devastation and fears of freed blacks
overrunning the state government limited their ability to gain freedom. New Jersey's gradual abolition law
kept at least a quarter of the state's black population in some degree of bondage until the 1830s. The
sustained presence of slavery limited African American community formation and forced Jersey blacks to
structure their households around multiple gradations of freedom while allowing New Jersey slaveholders to
participate in the interstate slave trade until the 1850s. Slavery's persistence dulled white understanding of
the meaning of black freedom and helped whites to associate "black" with "slave," enabling the further
marginalization of New Jersey's growing free black population.

By demonstrating how deeply slavery influenced the political, economic, and social life of blacks and whites
in New Jersey, this illuminating study shatters the perceived easy dichotomies between North and South or
free states and slave states at the onset of the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Bertha Costa:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled The Ragged Road to Abolition: Slavery and Freedom in New
Jersey, 1775-1865. Try to make book The Ragged Road to Abolition: Slavery and Freedom in New Jersey,
1775-1865 as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with
course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far
more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Angela Smith:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
The Ragged Road to Abolition: Slavery and Freedom in New Jersey, 1775-1865 your thoughts will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up
your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get just before. The The Ragged Road to Abolition: Slavery and Freedom in New
Jersey, 1775-1865 giving you another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful details for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point
is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Bessie Hall:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of
book The Ragged Road to Abolition: Slavery and Freedom in New Jersey, 1775-1865. You can contribute
your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to
other place.

Lucille Yang:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know
that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this The Ragged Road to Abolition:
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