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In the years leading up to his recent passing, Alabama poet Jake Adam York set out on a journey to elegize
the 126 martyrs of the civil rights movement, murdered in the years between 1954 and 1968. Abide is the
stunning follow-up to York’s earlier volumes, a memorial in verse for those fallen. From Birmingham to
Okemah, Memphis to Houston, York’s poems both mourn and inspire in their quest for justice, ownership,
and understanding.

Within are anthems to John Earl Reese, a sixteen-year-old shot by Klansmen through the window of a café in
Mayflower, Texas, where he was dancing in 1955; to victims lynched on the Oklahoma prairies; to the four
children who perished in the Birmingham church bombing of 1963; and to families who saw the white hoods
of the Klan illuminated by burning crosses. Juxtaposed with these horrors are more loving images of the
South: the aroma of greens simmering on the stove, “tornado-strong” houses built by loved ones long gone,
and the power of rivers “dark as roux.” 

Throughout these lush narratives, York resurrects the ghosts of Orpheus, Sun Ra, Howlin’ Wolf, Thelonious
Monk, Woody Guthrie, and more, summoning blues, jazz, hip-hop, and folk musicians for performances of
their “liberation music” that give special meaning to the tales of the dead.

In the same moment that Abide memorializes the fallen, it also raises the ethical questions faced by York
during this, his life’s work: What does it mean to elegize? What does it mean to elegize martyrs? What does
it mean to disturb the symmetries of the South’s racial politics or its racial poetics?

A bittersweet elegy for the poet himself, Abide is as subtle and inviting as the whisper of a record sleeve, the
gasp of the record needle, beckoning us to heed our history.
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From reader reviews:

John Lee:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Abide (Crab
Orchard Series in Poetry)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your
time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Rebecca Lopez:

Here thing why this Abide (Crab Orchard Series in Poetry) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is
as delicious as food or not. Abide (Crab Orchard Series in Poetry) giving you information deeper as different
ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Abide (Crab Orchard Series in
Poetry). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park
your car, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the
published book maybe the form of Abide (Crab Orchard Series in Poetry) in e-book can be your alternative.

Maxine Whitley:

You could spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Abide (Crab Orchard Series in
Poetry) is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get
much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it.
You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.

Refugio Kennedy:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Abide (Crab Orchard Series in Poetry) can give
you a lot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer
you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great
folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Abide (Crab Orchard Series in Poetry).
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