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Having first visited the Big Bend in 1928, Kenneth B. Ragsdale has been digging around in and writing
about the region for the last forty years. In Big Bend Country: Land of the Unexpected, he takes a nostalgic
retrospective journey through the times and places of this increasingly popular corner of West Texas to say
goodbye to those who made the history, created the myths, and lived the legends.

Building his stories around themes of compassion, conflict, and compromise, he profiles both famous and
relatively unknown figures. He tells stories of curanderas (healers), charity workers, a woman who practiced
medicine without a license, and another who started a private lending library in her store to encourage rural,
poor children to read. In contrast to these stories, he chronicles blood feuds, shootouts, and the violence bred
in wild, relatively lawless spaces.

In a fascinating play on levels of meaning, Ragsdale traces the legacy of J. Frank Dobie and his stories of
buried treasure—treasure that turned out to be that of the imagination if not of gold. Finally, he turns his
attention to the cinematic portrayal of life in the Big Bend. He looks at the filming of Giant both as a subtext
of its own--how the coming of celebrity and celebrities affected local lifestyles and self-perceptions--and as a
cultural commentary on the popular perception of the West.

Ragsdale's stories cover a half-century, roughly 1900 to 1955, from wagon trains to the filming of an epic
movie, a time in which the face of the Big Bend changed: the quicksilver mines closed, a national park was
established, isolation and cattle gave way to vacation ranchettes and tourists.

Big Bend enthusiasts will want to join the author in his farewell tribute as he recaptures the spirit of the times
through the eyes and words of the people who made the region the folklore attraction it is.
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From reader reviews:

Roberta Petty:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Big Bend Country: Land of the Unexpected (Centennial
Series of the Association of Former Students, Texas A&M University). Try to the actual book Big Bend
Country: Land of the Unexpected (Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students, Texas A&M
University) as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside that
course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Mary Todd:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if
those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen within you if you take Big Bend Country: Land of the Unexpected (Centennial Series of the
Association of Former Students, Texas A&M University) as the daily resource information.

Adam Allen:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time coming
to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading
ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have read will be
Big Bend Country: Land of the Unexpected (Centennial Series of the Association of Former Students, Texas
A&M University).

Shirley Pedro:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended for you is Big Bend Country: Land of the Unexpected (Centennial Series of the
Association of Former Students, Texas A&M University) this publication consist a lot of the information of



the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.
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