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"I knew a Man, who having nothing but a summary Notion of Religion himself, and being wicked and
profligate to the last Degree in his Life, made a thorough Reformation in himself, by labouring to convert a
Jew."
—Daniel Defoe, The Farther Adventures of Robinson Crusoe (1719)

When the hero of Defoe’s novel listens skeptically to this anecdote related by a French Roman Catholic
priest, he little suspects that in less than a century the conversion of the Jews would become nothing short of
a national project—not in France but in England. In this book, Michael Ragussis explores the phenomenon
of Jewish conversion—the subject of popular enthusiasm, public scandal, national debate, and dubbed "the
English madness" by its critics—in Protestant England from the 1790s through the 1870s.
Moving beyond the familiar catalog of anti-Semitic stereotypes, Ragussis analyzes the rhetoric of conversion
as it was reinvented by the English in sermons, stories for the young, histories of the Jews, memoirs by
Jewish converts, and popular novels. Alongside these texts and the countertexts produced by English Jews,
he situates such writers as Edgeworth, Scott, Disraeli, Arnold, Trollope, and Eliot within the debate over
conversion and related issues of race, gender, and nation-formation. His work reveals how a powerful group
of emergent cultural projects—including a revisionist tradition of the novel, the new science of ethnology,
and the rewriting of European history—redefined English national identity in response to the ideology of
conversion, the history of the Jews, and "the Jewish question."
Figures of Conversion offers an entirely new way of regarding Jewish identity in nineteenth-century British
culture and will be of importance not only to literary scholars but also to scholars of Judaic and religious
studies, history, and cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

James Shafer:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Figures of Conversion:
"The Jewish Question" and English National Identity (Post-contemporary interventions) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish
in this era.

Amber Weitz:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Figures of Conversion: "The Jewish
Question" and English National Identity (Post-contemporary interventions) book written by well-known
writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book.
Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own
hunger then you still question Figures of Conversion: "The Jewish Question" and English National Identity
(Post-contemporary interventions) as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is
one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth
sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to another sixth sense.

Alice Myers:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but also novel and Figures of Conversion: "The Jewish Question" and
English National Identity (Post-contemporary interventions) or others sources were given information for
you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was
created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In
various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Figures of Conversion: "The Jewish
Question" and English National Identity (Post-contemporary interventions) to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Judy Williams:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or
real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't



see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Figures of Conversion: "The Jewish Question" and English
National Identity (Post-contemporary interventions) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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