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Many recognize Giant City State Park as one of the premier recreation spots in southern Illinois, with its
unspoiled forests, glorious rock formations, and famous sandstone lodge. But few know the park’s history or
are aware of the remarkable men who struggled to build it. Giant City State Park and the Civilian
Conservation Corps: A History in Words and Pictures provides the first in-depth portrait of the park’s
creation, drawing on rarely seen photos, local and national archival research, and interviews to present an
intriguing chapter in Illinois history.

Kay Rippelmeyer traces the geological history of the park, exploring the circumstances that led to the
breathtaking scenery for which Giant City is so well known, and providing insightful background on and
cultural history of the area surrounding the park. Rippelmeyer then outlines the effects of the Great
Depression and the New Deal on southern Illinois, including relief efforts by the Civilian Conservation
Corps, which began setting up camps at Giant City in 1933. The men of the CCC, most of them natives of
southern and central Illinois, are brought to life through vividly detailed, descriptive prose and hundreds of
black-and-white photographs that lavishly illustrate life in the two camps at the park. This fascinating book
not only documents the men’s hard work—from the clearing of the first roads and building of stone bridges,
park shelters, cabins, and hiking and bridle trails, to quarry work and the raising of the lodge’s famous
columns—it also reveals the more personal side of life in the two camps at the park, covering topics ranging
from education, sports, and recreation, to camp newspapers, and even misbehavior and discipline.

Supplementing the photographs and narrative are engaging conversations with alumni and family members
of the CCC, which give readers a rich oral history of life at Giant City in the 1930s. The book is further
enhanced by maps, rosters of enrollees and officers, and a list of CCC camps in southern Illinois. The
culmination of three decades of research, Giant City State Park and the Civilian Conservation Corps
provides the most intimate history ever of the park and its people, honoring one of Illinois’s most
unforgettable places and the men who built it.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Hanscom:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply
because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Giant City State Park
and the Civilian Conservation Corps: A History in Words and Pictures (Shawnee Books) to read.

Teresita Donahue:

The e-book with title Giant City State Park and the Civilian Conservation Corps: A History in Words and
Pictures (Shawnee Books) includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit
after read this book. That book exist new expertise the information that exist in this publication represented
the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world.
This specific book will bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart
phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Sean Mills:

Giant City State Park and the Civilian Conservation Corps: A History in Words and Pictures (Shawnee
Books) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this
book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing Giant City State Park and the Civilian Conservation Corps: A History in
Words and Pictures (Shawnee Books) although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information
can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Andrea Quirk:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You can see
that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to you
is Giant City State Park and the Civilian Conservation Corps: A History in Words and Pictures (Shawnee
Books) this publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy
to understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book



suitable all of you.
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