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Many scholars today believe that early Greek literature, as represented by the great poems of Homer and
Hesiod, was to some extent inspired by texts from the neighbouring civilizations of the ancient Near East,
especially Mesopotamia. It is true that, in the case of religious poetry, early Greek poets sang about their
gods in ways that resemble those of Sumerian or Akkadian hymns from Mesopotamia, but does this mean
that the latter influenced the former, and if so,
how? This volume is the first to attempt an answer to these questions by undertaking a detailed study of the
ancient texts in their original languages, from Sumerian poetry in the 20th century BC to Greek sources from
the times of Homer, Hesiod, Pindar, and Aeschylus.

The Gods Rich in Praise presents the core groups of sources from the ancient Near East, describing the main
features of style and content of Sumerian and Akkadian religious poetry, and showing how certain
compositions were translated and adapted beyond Mesopotamia. It proceeds by comparing selected elements
of form and content: hymnic openings, negative predication, the birth of Aphrodite in the Theogony of
Hesiod, and the origins and development of a phrase in Hittite prayers
and the Iliad of Homer. The volume concludes that, in terms of form and style, early Greek religious poetry
was probably not indebted to ancient Near Eastern models, but also argues that such influence may
nevertheless be perceived in certain closely defined instances, particularly where supplementary evidence
from
other ancient sources is available, and where the extant sources permit a reconstruction of the process of
translation and adaptation.
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From reader reviews:

Antoinette Hogg:

The book The Gods Rich in Praise: Early Greek and Mesopotamian Religious Poetry (Oxford Classical
Monographs) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more
increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject.
If you can make studying a book The Gods Rich in Praise: Early Greek and Mesopotamian Religious Poetry
(Oxford Classical Monographs) being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and
read a book The Gods Rich in Praise: Early Greek and Mesopotamian Religious Poetry (Oxford Classical
Monographs). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people.
So , how do you think about this guide?

Dawn Campbell:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get lot of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is definitely The Gods Rich in Praise: Early Greek and Mesopotamian Religious Poetry
(Oxford Classical Monographs).

Richard King:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That The Gods Rich in Praise: Early Greek and Mesopotamian
Religious Poetry (Oxford Classical Monographs) can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating
this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have
The Gods Rich in Praise: Early Greek and Mesopotamian Religious Poetry (Oxford Classical Monographs).

Richard Starkes:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to at this time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring
and also can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise



word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Gods Rich in Praise: Early Greek and
Mesopotamian Religious Poetry (Oxford Classical Monographs) can make you experience more interested to
read.
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