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A veteran of the American Revolutionary War, the Continental gondola Philadelphia is the oldest intact
warship currently on display in North America. After its recovery from the bottom of Lake Champlain in
1935, the fifty-four foot long Philadelphia, armed with three cannon and eight swivel guns, was moved to
the newly constructed building housing what is now the National Museum of American History of the
Smithsonian Institution.

Since then Philadelphia has testified to the heroic struggle between a hastily built fleet of American warships
and an overwhelmingly superior British fleet on Lake Champlain in October of 1776. Although the
Americans were defeated and Philadelphia sank, the shipbuilding race and naval contest of which the
gondola was a part delayed the British invasion of the rebelling colonies for one year. The delay, according
to most historians, gave the American forces much-needed time to muster a defense that ultimately resulted
in the British defeat at Saratoga in 1777.

In the sixty-four years since the ship’s recovery, no comprehensive analysis of this vessel or the associated
artifacts has ever been produced.

In this fascinating work, archaeologist John Bratten details the gunboat's history, construction, armament,
tools, utensils, personal items, and rigging elements. He takes advantage of contemporary records to describe
the Philadelphia's artifacts and presents for the first time an analysis of photographs taken during the 1935
recovery of the boat. Finally, he assesses the replica Philadelphia II, built at the Lake Champlain Maritime
Museum during 1989–91 in order to provide an opportunity to evaluate how the gondola was built, manned,
sailed, and propelled by sweeps.

Through his careful analysis, Bratten offers modern readers a glimpse of the naval battles that ultimately
helped to win the independence of our democratic nation.
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From reader reviews:

Steve Garcia:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They are really reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Gondola Philadelphia and the Battle of Lake Champlain (S.
N. Arch).

Vicky Bowman:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Gondola Philadelphia and the Battle of Lake Champlain
(S. N. Arch) as the daily resource information.

Robert Nobles:

The particular book The Gondola Philadelphia and the Battle of Lake Champlain (S. N. Arch) will bring you
to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Gondola
Philadelphia and the Battle of Lake Champlain (S. N. Arch) is much recommended to you to read. You can
also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Andrea Whitt:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This The Gondola Philadelphia and the Battle of
Lake Champlain (S. N. Arch) can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you
have thing that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should
have The Gondola Philadelphia and the Battle of Lake Champlain (S. N. Arch).
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