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Since at least the time of Tocqueville, observers have noted that Americans draw on the language of rights
when expressing dissatisfaction with political and social conditions. As the United States confronts a
complicated set of twenty-first-century problems, that tradition continues, with Americans invoking
symbolic events of the founding era to frame calls for change. Most observers have been critical of such
“rights talk.” Scholars on the left worry that it limits the range of political demands to those that can be
articulated as legally recognized rights, while conservatives fear that it creates unrealistic expectations of
entitlement.

 

Drawing on a remarkable cache of Depression-era complaint letters written by ordinary Americans to the
Justice Department, George I. Lovell challenges these common claims. Although the letters were written
prior to the emergence of the modern civil rights movement—which most people assume is the origin of
rights talk—many contain novel legal arguments, including expansive demands for new entitlements that
went beyond what authorities had regarded as legitimate or required by law. Lovell demonstrates that rights
talk is more malleable and less constraining than is generally believed. Americans, he shows, are capable of
deploying idealized legal claims as a rhetorical tool for expressing their aspirations for a more just society
while retaining a realistic understanding that the law often falls short of its own ideals.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Graves:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This This Is Not Civil Rights: Discovering
Rights Talk in 1939 America (Chicago Series in Law and Society) is our recommendation so you keep up
with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

David Carson:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name This Is Not Civil
Rights: Discovering Rights Talk in 1939 America (Chicago Series in Law and Society) suitable to you? The
book was written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled This Is Not Civil Rights: Discovering
Rights Talk in 1939 America (Chicago Series in Law and Society)is a single of several books in which
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book
you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple
way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide range
of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Martha Lockridge:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day long to
reading a publication. The book This Is Not Civil Rights: Discovering Rights Talk in 1939 America
(Chicago Series in Law and Society) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not too costly but this book has high quality.

Marline Deluca:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and This Is Not Civil Rights: Discovering Rights Talk in 1939
America (Chicago Series in Law and Society) or even others sources were given understanding for you.
After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other



case, beside science publication, any other book likes This Is Not Civil Rights: Discovering Rights Talk in
1939 America (Chicago Series in Law and Society) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many
types of book like here.
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