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Over several decades, many U.S. states abandoned the practice of selecting their judges by direct popular
election and adopted the Missouri Plan of judicial selection. In From Ballot to Bench, Philip L. Dubois
subjects the various criticisms raised against judicial elections to a more searching scrutiny than previously
has been attempted.
Dubois carefully reviews the three central counts on which judicial elections have been faulted: for lowering
the quality of the bench, for impairing judicial independence, and for failing to secure judicial accountability.
After concluding that the potential for judicial elections to hold judges popularly accountable is what might
commend them over alternative selection methods, Dubois concentrates on the analysis of empirical
evidence to evaluate judicial elections as mechanisms of accountability.
The study examines all the statewide partisan and nonpartisan elections for state supreme court justices in
non-southern states from 1948 to 1974. Included is a detailed examination of voter participation, electoral
competition, the behavior of judicial electorates, and the patterns of gubernatorial vacancy appointments. An
analysis of decision making on eight state supreme courts also tests the relationship between different
selection systems and judicial behavior.
Dubois finds that partisan elections maximize voter participation, meaningfully structure voter choices,
minimize accession to the bench by appointment, and allow popular control over gubernatorial appointments.
Additional evidence on the extent of partisan voting by judges selected under different methods leads Dubois
to conclude that partisan elections are superior to both nonpartisan elections and nonelective selection
methods as instruments of accountability.
The importance of the questions addressed, the breadth of the data collected, and the unorthodox conclusions
offered make this a significant book for political scientists, judges, lawyers, and public officials.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Kline:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you
do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just their can do this.
It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on jardín de
infancia until university need this specific From Ballot to Bench: Judicial Elections and the Quest for
Accountability to read.

Sarah Jackson:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When
you read this From Ballot to Bench: Judicial Elections and the Quest for Accountability, it is possible to tells
your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a book.

Linda Harris:

Exactly why? Because this From Ballot to Bench: Judicial Elections and the Quest for Accountability is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing
way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book
will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Joy Carlson:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving From Ballot to Bench:
Judicial Elections and the Quest for Accountability that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by
simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know
world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only



for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want
to start examining as your good habit, you may pick From Ballot to Bench: Judicial Elections and the Quest
for Accountability become your own starter.
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