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Helen Hardacre provides new insights into the spiritual and cultural dimensions of abortion debates around
the world in this careful examination of mizuko kuyo—a Japanese religious ritual for aborted fetuses.
Popularized during the 1970s, when religious entrepreneurs published frightening accounts of fetal wrath and
spirit attacks, mizuko kuyo offers ritual atonement for women who, sometimes decades previously, chose to
have abortions. As she explores the complex issues that surround this practice, Hardacre takes into account
the history of Japanese attitudes toward abortion, the development of abortion rituals, the marketing of
religion, and the nature of power relations in intercourse, contraception, and abortion.

Although abortion in Japan is accepted and legal and was commonly used as birth control in the early
postwar period, entrepreneurs used images from fetal photography to mount a surprisingly successful tabloid
campaign to promote mizuko kuyo. Enthusiastically adopted by some religionists as an economic strategy, it
was soundly rejected by others on doctrinal, humanistic, and feminist grounds.

In four field studies in different parts of the country, Helen Hardacre observed contemporary examples of
mizuko kuyo as it is practiced in Buddhism, Shinto, and the new religions. She also analyzed historical texts
and contemporary personal accounts of abortion by women and their male partners and conducted interviews
with practitioners to explore how a commercialized ritual form like mizuko kuyo can be marketed through
popular culture and manipulated by the same forces at work in the selling of any commodity. Her
conclusions reflect upon the deep current of misogyny and sexism running through these rites and through
feto-centric discourse in general.
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From reader reviews:

Jocelyn Welch:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Marketing the Menacing Fetus in Japan (Twentieth Century Japan:
The Emergence of a World Power). Try to stumble through book Marketing the Menacing Fetus in Japan
(Twentieth Century Japan: The Emergence of a World Power) as your close friend. It means that it can for
being your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the
book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Russell Belcher:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Marketing the Menacing Fetus in Japan (Twentieth
Century Japan: The Emergence of a World Power) as your daily resource information.

Maureen Guzman:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book but novel and Marketing the Menacing Fetus in Japan
(Twentieth Century Japan: The Emergence of a World Power) or others sources were given understanding
for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science
reserve was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to add their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Marketing the Menacing Fetus
in Japan (Twentieth Century Japan: The Emergence of a World Power) to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Pete Dominguez:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.



As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Marketing the Menacing Fetus in Japan (Twentieth Century Japan: The
Emergence of a World Power) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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