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THE disputes arising among those who are held together by no common bond of civil laws to decide their
dissensions, like the ancient Patriarchs, who formed no national community, or the numerous, unconnected
communities, whether under the direction of individuals, or kings, or persons invested with Sovereign power,
as the leading men in an aristocracy, and the body of the people in a republican government; the disputes,
arising among any of these, all bear a relation to the circumstances of war or peace. But because war is
undertaken for the sake of peace, and there is no dispute, which may not give rise to war, it will be proper to
treat all such quarrels, as commonly happen, between nations, as an article in the rights of war: and then war
itself will lead us to peace, as to its proper end. In treating of the rights of war, the first point, that we have to
consider, is, what is war, which is the subject of our inquiry, and what is the right, which we seek to
establish. Cicero styled war a contention by force. But the practice has prevailed to indicate by that name, not
an immediate action, but a state of affairs; so that war is the state of contending parties, considered as such.
This definition, by its general extent, comprises those wars of every description, that will form the subject of
the present treatise. Nor are single combats excluded from this definition. For, as they are in reality more
ancient than public wars, and undoubtedly, of the same nature, they may therefore properly be
comprehended under one and the same name. This agrees very well with the true derivation of the word. For
the Latin word, Bellum, WAR, comes from the old word, Duellum, a DUEL, as Bonus from Duonus, and Bis
from Duis. Now Duellum was derived from Duo; and thereby implied a difference between two persons, in
the same sense as we term peace, UNITY, from Unitas, for a contrary reason. So the Greek word, polemos,
commonly used to signify war, expresses in its original, an idea of multitude. The ancient Greeks likewise
called it lye, which imports a DISUNION of minds; just as by the term dye, they meant the DISSOLUTION
of the parts of the body. Nor does the use of the word, WAR, contradict this larger acceptation of it. For
though some times it is only applied to the quarrels of states, yet that is no objection, as it is evident that a
general name is often applied to some particular object, entitled to peculiar distinction. Justice is not included
in the definition of war, because the very point to be decided is, whether any war be just, and what war may
be so called. Therefore we must make a distinction between war itself, and the justice of it.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer McMorris:

Here thing why this particular On the Law of War and Peace are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as yummy as
food or not. On the Law of War and Peace giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find
any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with On the Law of War and Peace. It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world
which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in
your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form
of On the Law of War and Peace in e-book can be your choice.

Antoine Dejean:

The knowledge that you get from On the Law of War and Peace is a more deep you excavating the
information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to understand but On the Law of War and Peace giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of
this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is
therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose
you for having this On the Law of War and Peace instantly.

David Giles:

This book untitled On the Law of War and Peace to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that's
because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific
book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is
no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Gary Copeland:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this On the Law of War and Peace can make you sense more interested to read.
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