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In 1998, a mysterious right-handed pitcher emerged from the ashes of the Cold War and helped lead the New
York Yankees to a World Championship. His origins and even his age were uncertain. His name was
Orlando El Duque Hernandez. He was a fallen hero of Fidel Castro's socialist revolution.

The chronicle of El Duque's triumph is at once a window into the slow death of Cuban socialism and one of
the most remarkable sports stories of all time. Once hailed as a paragon of Castro's revolution, the finest
pitcher in modern Cuban history was banned from baseball for life for allegedly plotting to defect. Instead of
accepting his punishment, he fearlessly fought back, defying the Communist party authorities, vowing to
pitch again, and ultimately fleeing his country in the bowels of a thirty-foot fishing boat.

Here, for the first time and in astonishing detail, the secrets behind El Duque's persecution and escape are
revealed. Moving from the crumbling streets of post Cold War Havana to the polarized world of exile
Miami, from the deadly Florida Straits to the hallowed grounds of Yankee Stadium, it is a story of cloak-
and-dagger adventure, audacious secret plots, the pull of big money, and the historic collision of ideologies.

Present throughout are the larger-than-life characters who converged at this bizarre intersection of baseball
and politics: El Duque himself, Fidel Castro, the Miami sports agent Joe Cubas, the late John Cardinal
O'Connor along with scouts, smugglers, and the Cuban ballplayers who gave up their lives as tools of
socialism to test the free market and chase their major-league dreams.

Reported in the United States and Cuba by two award-winning journalists who became part of the story they
were covering, The Duke of Havana is a riveting saga of sports, politics, liberation, and greed.
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Schweiger:

Here thing why that The Duke of Havana: Baseball, Cuba, and the Search for the American Dream are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the
content of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Duke of Havana: Baseball, Cuba, and the
Search for the American Dream giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book
out there but there is no e-book that similar with The Duke of Havana: Baseball, Cuba, and the Search for the
American Dream. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
printed book maybe the form of The Duke of Havana: Baseball, Cuba, and the Search for the American
Dream in e-book can be your alternative.

Ryan Parker:

The knowledge that you get from The Duke of Havana: Baseball, Cuba, and the Search for the American
Dream may be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get
considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Duke of Havana:
Baseball, Cuba, and the Search for the American Dream giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the
author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having that The Duke of Havana: Baseball, Cuba, and the Search for the
American Dream instantly.

Andrew Purdie:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept The Duke of
Havana: Baseball, Cuba, and the Search for the American Dream suitable to you? The book was written by
famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Duke of Havana: Baseball, Cuba, and the Search for
the American Dreamis the main of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired
many people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever
know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you
can see the represented of the world on this book.

Amanda Young:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit



or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Duke of Havana: Baseball, Cuba, and the Search for the American Dream
can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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