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The New History in an Old Museum is an exploration of "historical truth" as presented at Colonial
Williamsburg. More than a detailed history of a museum and tourist attraction, it examines the packaging of
American history, and consumerism and the manufacturing of cultural beliefs. Through extensive
fieldwork—including numerous site visits, interviews with employees and visitors, and archival
research—Richard Handler and Eric Gable illustrate how corporate sensibility blends with pedagogical
principle in Colonial Williamsburg to blur the lines between education and entertainment, patriotism and
revisionism.
During much of its existence, the "living museum" at Williamsburg has been considered a patriotic shrine,
celebrating the upscale lifestyles of Virginia’s colonial-era elite. But in recent decades a new generation of
social historians has injected a more populist and critical slant to the site’s narrative of nationhood. For
example, in interactions with museum visitors, employees now relate stories about the experiences of
African Americans and women, stories that several years ago did not enter into descriptions of life in
Colonial Williamsburg. Handler and Gable focus on the way this public history is managed, as historians and
administrators define historiographical policy and middle-level managers train and direct front-line staff to
deliver this "product" to the public. They explore how visitors consume or modify what they hear and see,
and reveal how interpreters and craftspeople resist or acquiesce in being managed. By deploying the voices
of these various actors in a richly textured narrative, The New History in an Old Museum highlights the
elements of cultural consensus that emerge from this cacophony of conflict and negotiation.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Adams:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or information even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The New History in an Old Museum:
Creating the Past at Colonial Williamsburg is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Yolanda Ocasio:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The New History
in an Old Museum: Creating the Past at Colonial Williamsburg which is obtaining the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's see.

Nick Zapata:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The New History in an Old Museum:
Creating the Past at Colonial Williamsburg can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these textbooks have than the others?

Bradley Bishop:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book The New History in an Old Museum: Creating the Past at
Colonial Williamsburg was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The New
History in an Old Museum: Creating the Past at Colonial Williamsburg has many kinds or variety. Start from
kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun
and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.
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