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During his brief and sorrowful career William Collins wrote a handful of enduring poems, the most powerful
and innovative verse of the Age of Sensibility. This study traces Collins' struggle to assimilate or transcend
rather than to be overwhelmed by the influence of his Sublime precursor Milton. Collins' achievement is
remarkably diverse, his restless experimentation a manifestation of the quest for imaginative autonomy
which is the dominant impulse of all his writing. Authoritatively and eloquently, Sherwin interprets Collins'
major works including the "Ode to Evening," the poem in which Milton's presence is most enriching, the
"Ode on the Poetical Character," "The Passions," "Popular Superstitions Ode," and the "Ode to Fear,"
Collins' most haunting and painfully burdened poem.

Although Harold Bloom and other prominent theorists of literary influence have recognized that Milton is
the chief "daemonic" precursor of the Sensibility poets and the Romantics, Precious Bane represents the first
extensive analysis of Milton's power both to daunt and emancipate an aspirant to the Sublime tradition.
Bloom writes:

"Paul Sherwin's Precious Bane is at once the definitive study of the poetry of William Collins and also the
best informed, most critically acute book yet written upon the Miltonic influence on subsequent poetry.
Sherwin's deep learning and original insights illuminate Milton and Keats quite as much as they do Collins
and the other tragic poets of Sensibility.

"Readers who seek rich speculation and advanced knowledge on such associated critical and historical
problems as Romanticism, the Sublime mode, the agonies of poetic incarnation, and the relation of
psychoanalysis to literature, will find abundant recompense in Sherwin's pages. No one in the future will
teach, read or write about Collins, or the burdens of Miltonic influence, without starting from Sherwin's
achievement."
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Rowe:

This Precious Bane: Collins and the Miltonic Legacy book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. This particular Precious Bane: Collins and the Miltonic Legacy without we know teach the one who
studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Precious Bane: Collins
and the Miltonic Legacy can bring whenever you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Precious Bane: Collins and
the Miltonic Legacy having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Douglas Whatley:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking
at a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Precious Bane: Collins and the
Miltonic Legacy book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Janice Martin:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the
particular information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get
based on what kind of e-book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if
you want truly feel happy read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Precious
Bane: Collins and the Miltonic Legacy is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Joyce Pippin:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be study.
Precious Bane: Collins and the Miltonic Legacy can be your answer because it can be read by you actually
who have those short time problems.
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