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Why is Colonel pronounced "kernal"? Why does a Lieutenant General outrank a Major General? Why is
Navy Captain a higher rank than Army-Air Force-Marine Captain? Why do Sergeants wear chevrons? Was
John J. Pershing a six-star General?

The armed forces does not have a handy booklet explaining the origin and history of the ranks and insignia
of the military. The recently established Project Warrior and the Air Force Logistics Command's Heritage
Program have sparked interest in this area of military history.

Raymond Oliver, in answering a request from a colonel as to why her title was pronounced "kernal" and
where her eagle insignia originated, began this booklet to trace development of general categories of ranks.
Mr. Oliver produced the original booklet independently, but when requested to have it printed as a special
study, eagerly cooperated, A few minor editorial changes and corrections have been made to the original
draft, first published in 1982. The booklet, in the interest of space, is not footnoted but a list of sources
follows the narrative.

The military, it is hoped, will have a deeper appreciation for his or her insignia and wear it proudly. Civilians
unfamiliar with the rank structure of the military will find this booklet helpful in answering questions of what
can be confusing to the neophyte.

The U.S. military services still use many of the ranks they started with when they began in 1775 at the start
of our Revolutionary War. The leaders adopted the organization, regulations and ranks of the British army
and navy with just minor changes. This is not surprising because our Revolutionary Army was made up of
colonial militia units that had been organized and drilled by British methods for many years. Most of the
military experience of the soldiers and their officers, George Washington among them, had come from
service in militia units fighting alongside British army units during the French and Indian War of 1754-1763.
The British navy was the most successful in the world at that time so the Continental Congress1 navy
committee, headed by John Adams who became President after Washington, copied it as they set up our
Navy. They adopted some British regulations with hardly a change in the wording. Our first Marine units
patterned themselves after British marines.
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From reader reviews:

Dirk Sullivan:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Why is the Colonel Called
"Kernal"? The Origin of the Ranks and Rank Insignia Now Used by the United States Armed Forces -
Enlisted Ranks, Officers is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Patricia Diaz:

This Why is the Colonel Called "Kernal"? The Origin of the Ranks and Rank Insignia Now Used by the
United States Armed Forces - Enlisted Ranks, Officers are generally reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Why is the Colonel Called "Kernal"? The
Origin of the Ranks and Rank Insignia Now Used by the United States Armed Forces - Enlisted Ranks,
Officers can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying
food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is
actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people.
Beside that this Why is the Colonel Called "Kernal"? The Origin of the Ranks and Rank Insignia Now Used
by the United States Armed Forces - Enlisted Ranks, Officers forcing you to have an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity.
So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Phyllis Greenfield:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but also novel and Why is the Colonel Called "Kernal"? The Origin of the
Ranks and Rank Insignia Now Used by the United States Armed Forces - Enlisted Ranks, Officers or even
others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read
more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are
helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes
Why is the Colonel Called "Kernal"? The Origin of the Ranks and Rank Insignia Now Used by the United
States Armed Forces - Enlisted Ranks, Officers to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of
book like this.



Christine Smith:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. In
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of
the Why is the Colonel Called "Kernal"? The Origin of the Ranks and Rank Insignia Now Used by the
United States Armed Forces - Enlisted Ranks, Officers when you required it?
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