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A fascinating look at the twelve days leading up to the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor—the warnings, clues
and missteps—by a Pulitzer Prize–winning reporter.

In Washington, DC, in late November 1941, admirals compose the most ominous message in Navy history to
warn Hawaii of possible danger, but they write it too vaguely. They think precautions are being taken, but
never check to see if they are. A key intelligence officer wants more warnings sent, but he is on the losing
end of a bureaucratic battle and can’t get the message out. American sleuths have pierced Japan’s most vital
diplomatic code, and Washington believes it has a window on the enemy’s soul—but it does not.

In a small office at Pearl Harbor, overlooking the battleships at the heart of America’s seafaring power, the
Commander of the Pacific Fleet tries to figure out how much danger he really faces. His intelligence unit has
lost track of Japan’s biggest aircraft carriers, but assumes they are resting in a port far away. The admiral
thinks Pearl is too shallow for torpedoes, so he never puts up a barrier. As he frets, a Japanese spy is
counting the warships in the harbor and reporting to Tokyo.

There were false assumptions, and racist ones: The Japanese aren’t very good aviators and they don’t have
the nerve or the skill to attempt a strike so far from their home. There were misunderstandings, conflicting
desires, painful choices. And there was a naval officer who, on his very first mission as captain of his very
first ship, did exactly the right thing. His warning could have averted disaster, but his superiors reacted too
leisurely. Japanese planes arrived moments later.

Twomey’s telescoping of the twelve days leading to the attack unravels the crucial characters and moments,
and produces an edge-of-your seat drama with fascinating details about America at this moment in its
history. By the end, the reader understands how assumption is the root of disaster, and how sometimes a
gamble pays off.
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From reader reviews:

Terri Hatfield:

Countdown to Pearl Harbor: The Twelve Days to the Attack can be one of your basic books that are good
idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing Countdown to
Pearl Harbor: The Twelve Days to the Attack but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest
and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn
you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

April Young:

This Countdown to Pearl Harbor: The Twelve Days to the Attack is great publication for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can claim
no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it
only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having Countdown to Pearl Harbor: The Twelve Days to the Attack in your hand like getting the world in
your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen
small right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do
you still doubt that?

Heidi Odom:

Beside that Countdown to Pearl Harbor: The Twelve Days to the Attack in your phone, it could give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town.
It is good thing to have Countdown to Pearl Harbor: The Twelve Days to the Attack because this book offers
to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come
on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such
as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from at this
point!

Clara Bearden:

This Countdown to Pearl Harbor: The Twelve Days to the Attack is fresh way for you who has attention to
look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having little digest in reading this Countdown to Pearl Harbor: The Twelve Days
to the Attack can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this particular book is
easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I



mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this
guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life
as well as knowledge.
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