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There is no current warship in the Royal Navy called HMS London, but vessels carrying the name have
featured for better or worse in some of the most controversial episodes of British naval history.
For example, the wooden wall battleship HMS London of the late 18th Century could be called ‘the ship that
lost America’ while the heavy cruiser of WW2 was command vessel for the escort force that failed to
safeguard the controversial convoy PQ17.
In ‘HMS London’ the true stories behind those headlines are told, not least providing a grim insider
perspective on the Arctic convoys, which literally broke the heavy cruiser in addition to demoralizing the
sailors and marines who sailed in her.
It is, however, a tale of triumphing over the dark satanic seas of the Arctic, of learning from the mistakes of
PQ17 and ultimately enduring in the face of the enemy, the elements and an ungrateful Stalin.
Examining the stories of HMS Londons all the way from the English Civil War, through the Battle of
Copenhagen in 1801 - where Nelson famously ignored signals to break off the action displayed by HMS
London - we also learn of the pre-dreadnought London’s participation in the ill-fated Dardanelles campaign
of WW1.
Iain Ballantyne’s fascinating and lively account of the lives of British warships named London primarily
looks at history from the perspective of the men who were there, including her post-WW2 mission under a
storm of fire from Chinese communist forces to rescue the frigate Amethyst.

In addition to research in various archives, among the people Iain interviewed for the book were veterans of
the Arctic convoys of WW2, the Yangtse Incident and warriors of the Cold War and 1991 Gulf War. It all
adds up to a thoroughly researched and exciting narrative of naval history.

Adding to the authenticity of the tale, Iain even sailed to Russia in the last HMS London, a Type 22 guided-
missile frigate, in August 1991. During a WW2 convoy re-enactment the ship was almost hit by a practice
torpedo launched from a Soviet submarine and had to take evasive action.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Carpenter:

In other case, little folks like to read book HMS London: Warships of the Royal Navy. You can choose the
best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book HMS London:
Warships of the Royal Navy. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era,
you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you
feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Alan Johnson:

This HMS London: Warships of the Royal Navy tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The reason why of this HMS London: Warships of the Royal Navy can be one of many great
books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person
with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can
bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this HMS
London: Warships of the Royal Navy forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Marcella Aragon:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the publication untitled HMS London: Warships of the Royal Navy can be good book to read. May
be it may be best activity to you.

Jerry Ingle:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. Through the book HMS London: Warships of the Royal Navy we can consider more advantage. Don't
you to be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book
that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book HMS London:
Warships of the Royal Navy. You can more appealing than now.
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