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How many languages are there? What differentiates one language from another? Are new languages still
being discovered? Why are so many languages disappearing?

The diversity of languages today is varied, but it is steadily declining. In this Very Short Introduction,
Stephen Anderson answers the above questions by looking at the science behind languages. Considering a
wide range of different languages and linguistic examples, he demonstrates how languages are not uniformly
distributed around the world; just as some places are more diverse than others in terms of plants and animal
species, the same goes for the distribution of languages.

Exploring the basis for linguistic classification and raising questions about how we identify a language, as
well as considering signed languages as well as spoken, Anderson examines the wider social issues of losing
languages, and their impact in terms of the endangerment of cultures and peoples.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Renee Oneal:

This Languages: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book is simply not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information
inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of Languages: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't
become worry Languages: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can bring once you are and
not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop
even mobile phone. This Languages: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) having fine
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Damon Smith:

Here thing why this particular Languages: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) are different
and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it
which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Languages: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any publication out there
but there is no e-book that similar with Languages: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). It
gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the
world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area,
café, or even in your means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book
maybe the form of Languages: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) in e-book can be your
option.

Daryl Glover:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Languages: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
that will maybe you never get before. The Languages: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info for
your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Kathy Ahmed:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will



make professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet,
magazine, book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The
particular book that recommended for your requirements is Languages: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) this reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That
book was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is
easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book
acceptable all of you.
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