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“Lerner [is] among the most promising young poets now writing.”—Publishers Weekly

“Sharp, ambitious, and impressive.” —Boston Review

National Book Award finalist Ben Lerner turns to science once again for his guiding metaphor. “Mean free
path” is the average distance a particle travels before colliding with another particle. The poems in Lerner’s
third collection are full of layered collisions—repetitions, fragmentations, stutters, re-combinations—that
track how language threatens to break up or change course under the emotional pressures of the utterance.
And then there’s the larger collision of love, and while Lerner questions whether love poems are even
possible, he composes a gorgeous, symphonic, and complicated one.

You startled me. I thought you were sleeping
In the traditional sense. I like looking
At anything under glass, especially
Glass. You called me. Like overheard
Dreams. I’m writing this one as a woman
Comfortable with failure. I promise I will never
But the predicate withered. If you are
Uncomfortable seeing this as portraiture
Close your eyes. No, you startled

Ben Lerner is the author of three books of poetry and was named a finalist for the National Book Award for
his second book, Angle of Yaw. He holds degrees from Brown University, co-founded No: a journal of the
arts, and teaches at the University of Pittsburgh.
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From reader reviews:

Ida Torres:

Exactly why? Because this Mean Free Path is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you
to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was
fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the
other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay
having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Carl Brinkley:

Mean Free Path can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away
because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every
word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Mean Free Path although doesn't forget the main level, giving
the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Alexandra Stafford:

You may spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Mean Free Path is simple bringing you can
read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed
book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your
smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Lola Behrendt:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Mean Free Path which is getting the
e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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