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In The Big Muddy, the first long-term environmental history of the Mississippi, Christopher Morris offers a
brilliant tour across five centuries as he illuminates the interaction between people and the landscape, from
early hunter-gatherer bands to present-day industrial and post-industrial society.

Morris shows that when Hernando de Soto arrived at the lower Mississippi Valley, he found an incredibly
vast wetland, forty thousand square miles of some of the richest, wettest land in North America, deposited
there by the big muddy river that ran through it. But since then much has changed, for the river and for the
surrounding valley. Indeed, by the 1890s, the valley was rapidly drying. Morris shows how centuries of
increasingly intensified human meddling--including deforestation, swamp drainage, and levee construction--
led to drought, disease, and severe flooding. He outlines the damage done by the introduction of foreign
species, such as the Argentine nutria, which escaped into the wild and are now busy eating up Louisiana's
wetlands. And he critiques the most monumental change in the lower Mississippi Valley--the reconstruction
of the river itself, largely under the direction of the Army Corps of Engineers. Valley residents have been
paying the price for these human interventions, most visibly with the disaster that followed Hurricane
Katrina. Morris also describes how valley residents have been struggling to reinvigorate the valley
environment in recent years--such as with the burgeoning catfish and crawfish industries--so that they may
once again live off its natural abundance.

Morris concludes that the problem with Katrina is the problem with the Amazon Rainforest, drought and
famine in Africa, and fires and mudslides in California--it is the end result of the ill-considered bending of
natural environments to human purposes.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Tyson:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if
those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you have it
as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not happen
within you if you take The Big Muddy: An Environmental History of the Mississippi and Its Peoples from
Hernando de Soto to Hurricane Katrina as your daily resource information.

Jamie Arellano:

The particular book The Big Muddy: An Environmental History of the Mississippi and Its Peoples from
Hernando de Soto to Hurricane Katrina has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research
previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over
this book.

Travis Smith:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
read. The Big Muddy: An Environmental History of the Mississippi and Its Peoples from Hernando de Soto
to Hurricane Katrina can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short spare
time problems.

Fannie Vincent:

Beside that The Big Muddy: An Environmental History of the Mississippi and Its Peoples from Hernando de
Soto to Hurricane Katrina in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details.
The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you
feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Big Muddy: An
Environmental History of the Mississippi and Its Peoples from Hernando de Soto to Hurricane Katrina
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you
would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from today!
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