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In this impressively researched and highly original work, Paul Lucier explains how science became an
integral part of American technology and industry in the nineteenth century. Scientists and Swindlers
introduces us to a new service of professionals: the consulting scientists. Lucier follows these entrepreneurial
men of science on their wide-ranging commercial engagements from the shores of Nova Scotia to the coast
of California and shows how their innovative work fueled the rapid growth of the American coal and oil
industries and the rise of American geology and chemistry. Along the way, he explores the decisive battles
over expertise and authority, the high-stakes court cases over patenting research, the intriguing and often
humorous exploits of swindlers, and the profound ethical challenges of doing science for money.

Starting with the small surveying businesses of the 1830s and reaching to the origins of applied science in
the 1880s, Lucier recounts the complex and curious relations that evolved as geologists, chemists, capitalists,
and politicians worked to establish scientific research as a legitimate, regularly compensated, and respected
enterprise. This sweeping narrative enriches our understanding of how the rocks beneath our feet became
invaluable resources for science, technology, and industry.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Silva:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will require this Scientists and Swindlers: Consulting on Coal and Oil in
America, 1820--1890 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology).

Diana Ham:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Scientists and Swindlers: Consulting on Coal and Oil in
America, 1820--1890 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) as the daily resource
information.

Ruth Lynch:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want
to test look for book, may be the publication untitled Scientists and Swindlers: Consulting on Coal and Oil in
America, 1820--1890 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) can be very good book to read.
May be it is usually best activity to you.

Calvin Lee:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or
real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to



reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Scientists and Swindlers: Consulting on Coal and Oil in America,
1820--1890 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) can make you sense more interested to
read.
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