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William E. Nelson here proposes a new beginning in the study of colonia legal history. Examining all
archival legal material for the period 1607-1776 and synthesizing existing scholarship in afour-volume
series, The Common Law in Colonial America shows how the legal systems of Britain's thirteen North
American colonies--initially established in response to divergent political, economic, and religious
initiatives--slowly converged into a common American legal order that differed substantially from English
common law.

Drawing on groundbreaking and overwhelmingly in-depth research into local court records and statutes, the
first volume explores how the law of the Chesapeake colonies--Virginia and Maryland--diverged sharply
from the New England colonies--Massachusetts Bay, Connecticut, New Haven, Plymouth, and Rhode
Island--and traces the roots of these dissimilarities from their initial settlement until approximately 1660.
Nelson pointedly examines the disparate motives of the legal systems in the respective colonies as they dealt
with religion, price and labor regulations, crimes, public morals, the status of women, and the enforcement of
contractual obligations. He reveals how Virginians zeal for profit led to a harsh legal framework that
efficiently squeezed payment out of debtors and labor out of servants; whereas the laws of Massachusetts
were primarily concerned with the preservation of local autonomy and the moral values of family-centered
farming communities. The law in the other New England colonies, Nelson argues, gravitated towards the
Massachusetts model, while Maryland's law, gravitated toward that of Virginia.

Comprehensive, authoritative, and extensively researched, The Common Law in Colonial America, Volume
1: The Chesapeake and New England, 1607-1660 is the definitive resource on the beginnings of the common
law and its evolution during this vibrant erain Americas history. William E. Nelson here proposes a new
beginning in the study of colonial legal history.
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From reader reviews:
Eula Hunter:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get alife style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book thisimprove your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience
happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual The Common Law in
Colonial America, Vol. 1: The Chesapeake and New England 1607-1660 is kind of book which is giving the
reader capricious experience.

Troy Harlow:

Typically the book The Common Law in Colonial America, Vol. 1: The Chesapeake and New England
1607-1660 will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the ideais
very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book The
Common Law in Colonial America, Vol. 1. The Chesapeake and New England 1607-1660 is much
recommended to you to see. Y ou can a so get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read
the book.

Clara Demoss:

The e-book with title The Common Law in Colonial America, Vol. 1. The Chesapeake and New England
1607-1660 includes alot of information that you can study it. Y ou can get alot of profit after read this book.
This specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of
the world at this point. That isimportant to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This
particular book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. Y ou can read the e-book on your
smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Lisa Robinson:

The book The Common Law in Colonial America, Vol. 1: The Chesapeake and New England 1607-1660 has
alot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was
authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book.
Thiskind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.
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