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In this book Jeffrey C. Alexander develops an original social theory of trauma and uses it to carry out a series
of empirical investigations into social suffering around the globe.

Alexander argues that traumas are not merely psychological but collective experiences, and that trauma work
plays a key role in defining the origins and outcomes of critical social conflicts. He outlines a model of
trauma work that relates interests of carrier groups, competing narrative identifications of victim and
perpetrator, utopian and dystopian proposals for trauma resolution, the performative power of constructed
events, and the distribution of organizational resources.

Alexander explores these processes in richly textured case studies of cultural-trauma origins and effects,
from the universalism of the Holocaust to the particularism of the Israeli right, from postcolonial battles over
the Partition of India and Pakistan to the invisibility of the Rape of Nanjing in Maoist China. In a particularly
controversial chapter, Alexander describes the idealizing discourse of globalization as a trauma-response to
the Cold War.

Contemporary societies have often been described as more concerned with the past than the future, more
with tragedy than progress. In Trauma: A Social Theory, Alexander explains why.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Blackburn:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading whatever
they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Trauma: A Social Theory.

Margaret Holt:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Trauma: A Social Theory will make you to
always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you
think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with you?

Pamela Jernigan:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Trauma: A Social Theory
book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Willie Adams:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Trauma: A
Social Theory suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically the
book untitled Trauma: A Social Theoryis one of several books which everyone read now. This kind of book
was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever
know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand
the core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. In order
to see the represented of the world with this book.
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