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More Americans belong to religious congregations than to any other kind of voluntary association. What
these vast numbers amount to--what people are doing in the over 300,000 churches, synagogues, mosques,
and temples in the United States--is a question that resonates through every quarter of American society,
particularly in these times of "faith-based initiatives," "moral majorities," and militant fundamentalism. And
it is a question answered in depth and in detail in Congregations in America.

Drawing on the 1998 National Congregations Study--the first systematic study of its kind--as well as a broad
range of quantitative, qualitative, and historical evidence, this book provides a comprehensive overview of
the most significant form of collective religious expression in American society: local congregations. Among
its more surprising findings, Congregations in America reveals that, despite the media focus on the political
and social activities of religious groups, the arts are actually far more central to the workings of
congregations. Here we see how, far from emphasizing the pursuit of charity or justice through social
services or politics, congregations mainly traffic in ritual, knowledge, and beauty through the cultural
activities of worship, religious education, and the arts.

Along with clarifying--and debunking--arguments on both sides of the debate over faith-based initiatives, the
information presented here comprises a unique and invaluable resource, answering previously unanswerable
questions about the size, nature, make-up, finances, activities, and proclivities of these organizations at the
very center of American life.

Table of Contents:

Acknowledgments

1. What Do Congregations Do?
2. Members, Money, and Leaders
3. Social Services
4. Civic Engagement and Politics
5. Worship
6. The Arts
7. Culture in Congregations, Congregations in Culture
8. Beyond Congregations

Appendix A: National Congregations Study Methodology
Appendix B: Selected Summary Statistics from the National Congregations Study
Notes
References
Index



Reviews of this book:
An unchurched observer might conclude that American congregational life centers on political or social
service activities...[But] using his pioneering 1998 National Congregations Survey, the first study to delve
into the specific activities of a truly representative sampling of the nation's religious congregations, [Chaves]
finds that politics and service programs are not the main draws. Indeed, most congregations put little effort
into community work...What congregations are most engaged in, Chaves reveals, are cultural activities. That
includes education and the many components of worship, of course, but also the generally less-remarked-
upon activities of producing and consuming art and culture, particularly musical and theatrical performances,
outside of worship.
--Jay Tolson, U.S. News and World Report
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From reader reviews:

Rafael Runyan:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this CONGREGATIONS IN AMERICA, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Gary Lewis:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the book untitled CONGREGATIONS IN AMERICA can be
excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Shellie Toy:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled CONGREGATIONS IN AMERICA your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each
word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get
ahead of. The CONGREGATIONS IN AMERICA giving you another experience more than blown away
your brain but also giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate
the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it,
like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Cheryl Lopez:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That CONGREGATIONS IN AMERICA can give you a lot of
buddies because by you considering this one book you have point that they don't and make a person more
like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have CONGREGATIONS IN AMERICA.
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