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Working to reconcile the Christian dictum to "love one's neighbor as oneself" with evidence of U.S.
sociopolitical aggression, including slavery, corporal punishment of children, and Indian removal, Elizabeth
Barnes focuses her attention on aggressors--rather than the weak or abused--to suggest ways of
understanding paradoxical relationships between empathy, violence, and religion that took hold so strongly
in nineteenth-century American culture.

Looking at works by Herman Melville, Frederick Douglass, Nathaniel Hawthorne, and Louisa May Alcott,
among others, Barnes shows how violence and sensibility work together to produce a more "sensitive"
citizenry. Aggression becomes a site of redemptive possibility because salvation is gained when the powerful
protagonist identifies with the person he harms. Barnes argues that this identification and emotional
transformation come at a high price, however, as the reparative ends are bought with another's blood.

Critics of nineteenth-century literature have tended to think about sentimentality and violence as opposing
strategiesin the work of nation-building and in the formation of U.S. national identity. Y et to understand
how violence gets folded into sentimentality's egalitarian goals isto recognize, importantly, the deep
entrenchment of aggression in the empathetic structures of liberal, Christian culture in the United States.
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From reader reviews:
David Butler:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Love's Whipping Boy: Violence and Sentimentality in the
American Imagination. Y ou can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about
how isimportant the book Love's Whipping Boy: Violence and Sentimentality in the American Imagination.
Y ou can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from
book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a
book aswell as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Forest Nelson:

This Love's Whipping Boy: Violence and Sentimentality in the American Imagination usually are reliable for
you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Love's Whipping Boy:
Violence and Sentimentality in the American Imagination can be among the great books you must haveis
definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that might be
will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Love's Whipping Boy: Violence and
Sentimentality in the American Imagination giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So, let's have
it and enjoy reading.

Walter Godinez:

The reason? Because this Love's Whipping Boy: Violence and Sentimentality in the American Imagination is
an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So, it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you alot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your expertise
and your critical thinking approach. So, still want to delay having that book? If | ended up you | will go to
the guide store hurriedly.

M elvin Robinson:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Love's Whipping Boy:
Violence and Sentimentality in the American Imagination that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people



to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success
person. So, for al you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Love's
Whipping Boy: Violence and Sentimentality in the American Imagination become your personal starter.
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