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Reading Rape examines how American culture talks about sexual violence and explains why, in the latter
twentieth century, rape achieved such significance as a trope of power relations.

Through attentive readings of a wide range of literary and cultural representations of sexual assault--from
antebellum seduction narratives and "realist" representations of rape in nineteenth-century novels to
Deliverance, American Psycho, and contemporary feminist accounts--Sabine Sielke traces the evolution of a
specifically American rhetoric of rape. She considers the kinds of cultural work that this rhetoric has
performed and finds that rape has been an insistent figure for a range of social, political, and economic
issues.

Sielke argues that the representation of rape has been a major force in the cultural construction of sexuality,
gender, race, ethnicity, class, and indeed national identity. At the same time, her acute analyses of both
canonical and lesser-known texts explore the complex anxieties that motivate such constructions and their
function within the wider cultural imagination. Provoked in part by contemporary feminist criticism, Reading
Rape also challenges feminist positions on sexual violence by interrogating them as part of the history in
which rape has been a convenient and conventional albeit troubling trope for other concerns and conflicts.

This book teaches us what we talk about when we talk about rape. And what we're talking about is often
something else entirely: power, money, social change, difference, and identity.
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From reader reviews:

Antonio Haynie:

The ability that you get from Reading Rape: The Rhetoric of Sexual Violence in American Literature and
Culture, 1790-1990 is the more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you
get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Reading Rape: The
Rhetoric of Sexual Violence in American Literature and Culture, 1790-1990 giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who
read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We recommend you for having this kind of Reading Rape: The Rhetoric of Sexual Violence in
American Literature and Culture, 1790-1990 instantly.

Angela Caves:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their story as well
as their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the information
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this Reading Rape:
The Rhetoric of Sexual Violence in American Literature and Culture, 1790-1990.

Scott Seward:

The publication with title Reading Rape: The Rhetoric of Sexual Violence in American Literature and
Culture, 1790-1990 contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read
this book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That
book will bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so
you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Scott Lowe:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work at this point is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Reading Rape: The Rhetoric of Sexual Violence in American Literature and
Culture, 1790-1990 why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will
not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th



sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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