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Does a novel focus on one life or many? Alex Woloch uses this simple question to develop a powerful new
theory of the realist novel, based on how narratives distribute limited attention among a crowded field of
characters. His argument has important implications for both literary studies and narrative theory.

Characterization has long been a troubled and neglected problem within literary theory. Through close
readings of such novels as Pride and Prejudice, Great Expectations, and Le Père Goriot, Woloch
demonstrates that the representation of any character takes place within a shifting field of narrative attention
and obscurity. Each individual--whether the central figure or a radically subordinated one--emerges as a
character only through his or her distinct and contingent space within the narrative as a whole. The
"character-space," as Woloch defines it, marks the dramatic interaction between an implied person and his or
her delimited position within a narrative structure. The organization of, and clashes between, many
character-spaces within a single narrative totality is essential to the novel's very achievement and concerns,
striking at issues central to narrative poetics, the aesthetics of realism, and the dynamics of literary
representation.

Woloch's discussion of character-space allows for a different history of the novel and a new definition of
characterization itself. By making the implied person indispensable to our understanding of literary form,
this book offers a forward-looking avenue for contemporary narrative theory.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Richards:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for us. The book The One vs. the Many: Minor Characters and the Space of
the Protagonist in the Novel was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take
more information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication The One vs. the Many: Minor Characters
and the Space of the Protagonist in the Novel is not only giving you far more new information but also to
become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book.
Try to make relationship together with the book The One vs. the Many: Minor Characters and the Space of
the Protagonist in the Novel. You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Irene Weinstein:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline The One vs.
the Many: Minor Characters and the Space of the Protagonist in the Novel suitable to you? The particular
book was written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The One vs. the Many: Minor
Characters and the Space of the Protagonist in the Novelis one of several books which everyone read now.
This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the
new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of
people can easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information
about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

William Marshall:

The actual book The One vs. the Many: Minor Characters and the Space of the Protagonist in the Novel has a
lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by
the very famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you
can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Gary Collis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra The One vs. the Many:
Minor Characters and the Space of the Protagonist in the Novel.
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