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In The Shadow of the Past, Gregory D. Miller examines the role that reputation plays in international
politics, emphasizing the importance of reliability-confidence that, based on past political actions, a country
will make good on its promises-in the formation of military alliances. Challenging recent scholarship that
focuses on the importance of credibility-a state's reputation for following through on its threats-Miller finds
that reliable states have much greater freedom in forming alliances than those that invest resources in
building military force but then use it inconsistently.

To explore the formation and maintenance of alliances based on reputation, Miller draws on insights from
both political science and business theory to track the evolution of great power relations before the First
World War. He starts with the British decision to abandon "splendid isolation" in 1900 and examines three
crises--the First Moroccan Crisis (1905-6), the Bosnia-Herzegovina Crisis (1908-9), and the Agadir Crisis
(1911)-leading up to the war. He determines that states with a reputation for being a reliable ally have an
easier time finding other reliable allies, and have greater autonomy within their alliances, than do states with
a reputation for unreliability. Further, a history of reliability carries long-term benefits, as states tend not to
lose allies even when their reputation declines.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Arellano:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly
because just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular The Shadow of the Past: reputation
and military alliances before the First World War (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) to read.

Christine Clute:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon.
The The Shadow of the Past: reputation and military alliances before the First World War (Cornell Studies in
Security Affairs) will give you a new experience in studying a book.

Douglas Henry:

Beside this specific The Shadow of the Past: reputation and military alliances before the First World War
(Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven
so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The
Shadow of the Past: reputation and military alliances before the First World War (Cornell Studies in Security
Affairs) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you
don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it?
Find this book and also read it from today!

Mary Christensen:

You can find this The Shadow of the Past: reputation and military alliances before the First World War
(Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be
your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through
written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you
just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal
ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your



knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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