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Under the Big Top examines the immensely popular big tent revivals of turn-of-the-twentieth-century
America and develops a new framework for understanding Protestantism in this transformative period of the
nations history. Contemporary critics of the revivalists often depicted them as anxious and outdated religious
opponents of a modern, urban nation. Early historical accounts likewise portrayed tent revivalists as
Victorian hold-outs, bent on re-establishing nineteenth-century values and religion in a new America. In this
revisionist work, Josh McMullen argues that, contrary to these stereotypes, big tent revivalists actually
participated in the shift away from Victorianism and helped in the construction of a new consumer culture in
the United States. How did the United States became the most consumer-driven and yet one of the most
religious societies in the western world? McMullen shows that revivalists and their audiences reconciled the
Protestant ethic of salvation with the emerging consumer ethos by cautiously unlinking Christianity from
Victorianism and joining it to the new, emerging consumer culture. Under the Big Top helps to explain the
continued appeal of both the therapeutic and the salvific worldview to many Americans as well as the
ambivalence that accompanies this combination.
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From reader reviews:

Salina Juarez:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Under the Big Top: Big Tent Revivalism and American Culture, 1885-1925
book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The
writer connected with Under the Big Top: Big Tent Revivalism and American Culture, 1885-1925 content
conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking Under the Big Top: Big Tent Revivalism and
American Culture, 1885-1925 is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

William Reynolds:

The reason? Because this Under the Big Top: Big Tent Revivalism and American Culture, 1885-1925 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with
the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being
you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Stephen Bruns:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Under the Big Top: Big Tent Revivalism and American
Culture, 1885-1925 was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Under the Big Top: Big Tent Revivalism and American Culture, 1885-1925 has many kinds or style. Start
from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you
are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,
fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.

Wayne Gaddis:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. With the book Under the Big Top: Big Tent Revivalism and American Culture, 1885-1925 we can
consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must like to read
a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life
with that book Under the Big Top: Big Tent Revivalism and American Culture, 1885-1925. You can more



inviting than now.
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