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It is a near truism of philosophy of language that sentences are prior to words. Sentences, it is said, are what
we believe, assert, and argue for; uses of them constitute our evidence in semantics; only they stand in
inferential relations, and are true or false. Sentences are, indeed, the only things that fundamentally have
meaning.

Does this near truism really hold of human languages? Robert Stainton, drawing on a wide body of evidence,
argues forcefully that speakers can and do use mere words, not sentences, to communicate complete
thoughts. He then considers the implications of this empirical result for language-thought relations, various
doctrines of sentence primacy, and the semantics-pragmatics boundary.

The book is important both for its philosophical and empirical claims, and for the methodology employed.
Stainton illustrates how the methods and detailed results of the various cognitive sciences can bear on central
issues in philosophy of language. At the same time, he applies philosophical distinctions with subtlety and
care, to show that arguments which seemingly support the primacy of sentences do not really do so. The
result is a paradigm example of The New Philosophy of Language: a rich melding of empirical work with
traditional philosophy of language.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Sturgill:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Words and Thoughts: Subsentences, Ellipsis, and the Philosophy of Language.

Nellie Ferguson:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important for all of us. The book Words and Thoughts: Subsentences, Ellipsis, and the
Philosophy of Language has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take
more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication Words and Thoughts:
Subsentences, Ellipsis, and the Philosophy of Language is not only giving you far more new information but
also to be your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship while using book Words and Thoughts: Subsentences, Ellipsis, and the
Philosophy of Language. You never really feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

James Brown:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Words and Thoughts: Subsentences, Ellipsis, and the Philosophy
of Language book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange
for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver
to you. The writer regarding Words and Thoughts: Subsentences, Ellipsis, and the Philosophy of Language
content conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different
in the content but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Words and Thoughts: Subsentences,
Ellipsis, and the Philosophy of Language is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Robert Shaw:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Words and Thoughts:
Subsentences, Ellipsis, and the Philosophy of Language is simple to create you can read it in the recreation
area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you
can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart
phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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