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Despite what we may sometimes imagine, popular mathematics writing didn't begin with Martin Gardner. In
fact, it has a rich tradition stretching back hundreds of years. This entertaining and enlightening anthology--
the first of its kind--gathers nearly one hundred fascinating selections from the past 500 years of popular
math writing, bringing to life a little-known side of math history. Ranging from the late fifteenth to the late
twentieth century, and drawing from books, newspapers, magazines, and websites, A Wealth of Numbers
includes recreational, classroom, and work mathematics; mathematical histories and biographies; accounts of
higher mathematics; explanations of mathematical instruments; discussions of how math should be taught
and learned; reflections on the place of math in the world; and math in fiction and humor.

Featuring many tricks, games, problems, and puzzles, as well as much history and trivia, the selections
include a sixteenth-century guide to making a horizontal sundial; "Newton for the Ladies" (1739); Leonhard
Euler on the idea of velocity (1760); "Mathematical Toys" (1785); a poetic version of the rule of three
(1792); "Lotteries and Mountebanks" (1801); Lewis Carroll on the game of logic (1887); "Maps and Mazes"
(1892); "Einstein's Real Achievement" (1921); "Riddles in Mathematics" (1945); "New Math for Parents"
(1966); and "PC Astronomy" (1997). Organized by thematic chapters, each selection is placed in context by
a brief introduction.

A unique window into the hidden history of popular mathematics, A Wealth of Numbers will provide many
hours of fun and learning to anyone who loves popular mathematics and science.

Some images inside the book are unavailable due to digital copyright restrictions.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Vaccaro:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This A Wealth of Numbers: An Anthology of
500 Years of Popular Mathematics Writing is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Louise Guest:

This A Wealth of Numbers: An Anthology of 500 Years of Popular Mathematics Writing are reliable for you
who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this A Wealth of Numbers: An Anthology of 500
Years of Popular Mathematics Writing can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving
you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions
in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this A Wealth of Numbers: An Anthology of 500 Years of Popular
Mathematics Writing giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Justin Tran:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This A Wealth of Numbers: An Anthology of
500 Years of Popular Mathematics Writing is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train
and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-
book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Corey Cook:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Wealth of Numbers: An Anthology of 500 Years of
Popular Mathematics Writing can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore
out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what
these ebooks have than the others?
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