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Sticks and stones may break my bones but words will never hurt me. This schoolyard rhyme projects an
invulnerability to verbal insults that sounds good but rings false. Indeed, the need for such a verse belies its
own claims. For most of us, feeling insulted is a distressing-and distressingly common-experience. In Sticks
and Stones, philosopher Jerome Neu probes the nature, purpose, and effects of insults, exploring how and
why they humiliate, embarrass, infuriate, and wound us so deeply. What kind of injury is an insult? Is it
determined by the insulter or the insulted? What does it reveal about the character of both parties as well as
the character of society and its conventions? What role does insult play in social and legal life? When is
telling the truth an insult? Neu draws upon a wealth of examples and anecdotes-as well as a range of views
from Aristotle and Oliver Wendell Holmes to Oscar Wilde, John Wayne, Katherine Hepburn, and many
others-to provide surprising answers to these questions. He shows that what we find insulting can reveal
much about our ideas of character, honor, gender, the nature of speech acts, and social and legal conventions.
He considers how insults, both intentional and unintentional, make themselves felt-in play, Freudian slips,
insult humor, rituals, blasphemy, libel, slander, and hate speech. And he investigates the insults extraordinary
power, why it can so quickly destabilize our sense of self and threaten our moral identity, the very center of
our self-respect and self-esteem. Entertaining, humorous, and deeply insightful, Sticks and Stones unpacks
the fascinating dynamics of a phenomenon more often painfully experienced than clearly understood.
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From reader reviews:

Danny Chamberland:

Here thing why this particular Sticks and Stones: The Philosophy of Insults are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the content
is as tasty as food or not. Sticks and Stones: The Philosophy of Insults giving you information deeper and
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that similar with Sticks and
Stones: The Philosophy of Insults. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about
the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Sticks and Stones: The Philosophy of Insults in
e-book can be your option.

Joshua Orvis:

Why? Because this Sticks and Stones: The Philosophy of Insults is an unordinary book that the inside of the
e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than the
other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still
want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Michael Bradley:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book Sticks and Stones: The Philosophy of Insults was filled concerning
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Daphne Jones:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Sticks and Stones: The Philosophy of
Insults or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you
feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially.
Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication,
any other book likes Sticks and Stones: The Philosophy of Insults to make your spare time much more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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