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Systems Thinking, Systems Practice "Whether by design, accident or merely synchronicity, Checkland
appears to have developed a habit of writing seminal publications near the start of each decade which
establish the basis and framework for systems methodology research for that decade." Hamish Rennie,
Journal of the Operational Research Society, 1992 Thirty years ago Peter Checkland set out to test whether
the Systems Engineering (SE) approach, highly successful in technical problems, could be used by managers
coping with the unfolding complexities of organizational life. The straightforward transfer of SE to the
broader situations of management was not possible, but by insisting on a combination of systems thinking
strongly linked to real-world practice Checkland and his collaborators developed an alternative approach -
Soft Systems Methodology (SSM) - which enables managers of all kinds and at any level to deal with the
subtleties and confusions of the situations they face. This work established the now accepted distinction
between 'hard' systems thinking, in which parts of the world are taken to be 'systems' which can be
'engineered', and 'soft' systems thinking in which the focus is on making sure the process of inquiry into real-
world complexity is itself a system for learning. Systems Thinking, Systems Practice (1981) and Soft
Systems Methodology in Action (1990) together with an earlier paper Towards a Systems-based
Methodology for Real-World Problem Solving (1972) have long been recognized as classics in the field.
Now Peter Checkland has looked back over the three decades of SSM development, brought the account of it
up to date, and reflected on the whole evolutionary process which has produced a mature SSM. SSM: A 30-
Year Retrospective, here included with Systems Thinking, Systems Practice closes a chapter on what is
undoubtedly the most significant single research programme on the use of systems ideas in problem solving.
Now retired from full-time university work, Peter Checkland continues his research as a Leverhulme
Emeritus Fellow.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Jones:

The book Systems Thinking, Systems Practice: Includes a 30-Year Retrospective gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can
for being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you
can make looking at a book Systems Thinking, Systems Practice: Includes a 30-Year Retrospective for being
your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about
many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a e-book Systems Thinking,
Systems Practice: Includes a 30-Year Retrospective. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide
or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Geraldine Bagley:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read
one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Systems Thinking, Systems
Practice: Includes a 30-Year Retrospective is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Aracely Schneider:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Systems Thinking,
Systems Practice: Includes a 30-Year Retrospective suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous
writer in this era. The particular book untitled Systems Thinking, Systems Practice: Includes a 30-Year
Retrospectiveis the main of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in
the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book.
This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world with this book.

Linda White:

The actual book Systems Thinking, Systems Practice: Includes a 30-Year Retrospective will bring that you
the new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Systems Thinking, Systems Practice: Includes
a 30-Year Retrospective is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official
web site, so you can quickly to read the book.
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