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Many Jewish artists and writers contributed to the creation of popular comics and graphic novels, and in The
Quest for Jewish Belief and Identity in the Graphic Novel, Stephen E. Tabachnick takes readers on an
engaging tour of graphic novels that explore themes of Jewish identity and belief.

The creators of Superman (Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster), Batman (Bob Kane and Bill Finger), and the
Marvel superheroes (Stan Lee and Jack Kirby), were Jewish, as was the founding editor of Mad magazine
(Harvey Kurtzman). They often adapted Jewish folktales (like the Golem) or religious stories (such as the
origin of Moses) for their comics, depicting characters wrestling with supernatural people and events.
Likewise, some of the most significant graphic novels by Jews or about Jewish subject matter deal with
questions of religious belief and Jewish identity. Their characters wrestle with belief—or nonbelief—in God,
as well as with their own relationship to the Jews, the historical role of the Jewish people, the politics of
Israel, and other issues related to Jewish identity.

In The Quest for Jewish Belief and Identity in the Graphic Novel, Stephen E. Tabachnick delves into the
vivid kaleidoscope of Jewish beliefs and identities, ranging from Orthodox belief to complete atheism, and a
spectrum of feelings about identification with other Jews. He explores graphic novels at the highest echelon
of the genre by more than thirty artists and writers, among them Harvey Pekar (American Splendor), Will
Eisner (A Contract with God), Joann Sfar (The Rabbi’s Cat), Miriam Katin (We Are On Our Own), Art
Spiegelman (Maus), J. T. Waldman (Megillat Esther), Aline Kominsky Crumb (Need More Love), James
Sturm (The Golem’s Mighty Swing), Leela Corman (Unterzakhn), Ari Folman and David Polonsky (Waltz
with Bashir), David Mairowitz and Robert Crumb’s biography of Kafka, and many more. He also examines
the work of a select few non-Jewish artists, such as Robert Crumb and Basil Wolverton, both of whom have
created graphic adaptations of parts of the Hebrew Bible.

Among the topics he discusses are graphic novel adaptations of the Bible; the Holocaust graphic novel;
graphic novels about the Jews in Eastern and Western Europe and Africa, and the American Jewish
immigrant experience; graphic novels about the lives of Jewish women; the Israel-centered graphic novel;
and the Orthodox graphic novel. The book concludes with an extensive bibliography.

No study of Jewish literature and art today can be complete without a survey of the graphic novel, and
scholars, students, and graphic novel fans alike will delight in Tabachnick’s guide to this world of thought,
sensibility, and artfulness.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Rush:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill
your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should
read. If you want to try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Quest for Jewish Belief and
Identity in the Graphic Novel (Jews and Judaism: History and Culture) can be fine book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.

Jorge Wilson:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Quest for Jewish Belief and Identity in the
Graphic Novel (Jews and Judaism: History and Culture) was vibrant and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book The Quest for Jewish Belief and Identity in the Graphic Novel (Jews and
Judaism: History and Culture) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best
book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.

Linda Howard:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Quest for Jewish Belief and Identity in the Graphic Novel (Jews and Judaism: History
and Culture) we can get more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer
to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your
life with this book The Quest for Jewish Belief and Identity in the Graphic Novel (Jews and Judaism: History
and Culture). You can more inviting than now.

Ronny Baird:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. With
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying
to find the The Quest for Jewish Belief and Identity in the Graphic Novel (Jews and Judaism: History and



Culture) when you necessary it?
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