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The Ten Commandments condone slavery, and Deuteronomy 22 deems the rape of an unmarried woman to
injure her father rather than the woman herself. While many Christians ignore most Old Testament laws as
obsolete or irrelevant-with others picking and choosing among them in support of specific political and
social agendas-it remains a basic tenet of Christian doctrine that the faith is contained in both the Old and the
New Testament. If the law is ignored, an important aspect of the faith tradition is denied.

In Ancient Laws and Contemporary Controversies, Cheryl B. Anderson tackles this problem head on,
attempting to answer the question whether the laws of the Old Testament are authoritative for Christians
today. The issue is crucial: some Christians actually believe that the New Testament abolishes the law, or
that the Protestant reformers Luther, Calvin, and Wesley rejected the law. Acknowledging the deeply
problematic nature of some Old Testament law (especially as it applies to women, the poor, and
homosexuals), Anderson finds that contemporary controversies are the result of such groups now expressing
their own realities and faith perspectives.

Anderson suggests that we approach biblical law in much the same way that we approach the U.S.
Constitution. While the nation's founding fathers-all privileged white men-did not have the poor, women, or
people of color in mind when they referred in its preamble to "We the people." Subsequently, the
Constitution has evolved through amendment and interpretation to include those who were initially excluded.
Although it is impossible to amend the biblical texts themselves, the way in which they are interpreted can-
and should-change. With previous scholarship grounded in the Old Testament as well as critical, legal, and
feminist theory, Anderson is uniquely qualified to apply insights from contemporary law to the interpretive
history of biblical law, and to draw out their implications for issues of gender, class, and race/ethnicity. In so
doing, she lays the groundwork for an inclusive mode of biblical interpretation.
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From reader reviews:

Irma Patterson:

Typically the book Ancient Laws and Contemporary Controversies: The Need for Inclusive Biblical
Interpretation has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The
book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book.
This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Martin Song:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Ancient Laws and Contemporary Controversies:
The Need for Inclusive Biblical Interpretation can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this
one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to
have Ancient Laws and Contemporary Controversies: The Need for Inclusive Biblical Interpretation.

Kathryn Cortez:

You can find this Ancient Laws and Contemporary Controversies: The Need for Inclusive Biblical
Interpretation by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve
challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply
written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just
looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to
get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Henry Jones:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for
you personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for.
Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Ancient Laws and
Contemporary Controversies: The Need for Inclusive Biblical Interpretation can make you experience more
interested to read.
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