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As the first study to document the Baghdad Railway construction, rather than the rhetoric surrounding it, this
work challenges nearly a century of scholarship on German imperialism and Ottoman decline--scholarship
that has too often hinged on the alleged Great Power victimization of the Ottoman Empire. McMurray
unearths a fascinating, intercultural dimension of the railway and provides a comprehensive, detailed account
of the Ottoman contribution. His work denies the German character of the railway by showing it to be an
exclusively Ottoman enterprise designed by German engineers, funded by international capital, and built by
a veritable army of Ottoman subjects.

The study refutes the notion that German involvement in the Baghdad Railway somehow represented an
orchestrated plunder of the Ottoman Empire. It reveals instead, the benefits this union bestowed on the
Ottomans despite growing discord between Germany's leading political, financial, and cultural advocates of
the railway. It traces back to the genesis of German interest in the enterprise before the Age of Empire, and it
shows that the initial impetus came from private individuals whose commitment to improve the empire's
infrastructure lay anchored in the hope that the Ottoman Empire would one day become Germany's ally.
Finally, it reveals that German involvement with the railway did not traumatize the Ottoman Empire, but
rather offered it a new lease on life, helping to strengthen the Ottomans' resolve to counter further European
incursion.
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From reader reviews:

Louis Watson:

This Distant Ties: Germany, the Ottoman Empire, and the Construction of the Baghdad Railway tend to be
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Distant
Ties: Germany, the Ottoman Empire, and the Construction of the Baghdad Railway can be one of many great
books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with
information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Distant Ties:
Germany, the Ottoman Empire, and the Construction of the Baghdad Railway forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize
it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Sarah Ford:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Distant Ties:
Germany, the Ottoman Empire, and the Construction of the Baghdad Railway suitable to you? The actual
book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Distant Ties: Germany, the
Ottoman Empire, and the Construction of the Baghdad Railwayis the main of several books which everyone
read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you
will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the
simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide
range of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Debra Lovern:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Distant Ties: Germany, the Ottoman
Empire, and the Construction of the Baghdad Railway can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Antonia Parham:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By book
Distant Ties: Germany, the Ottoman Empire, and the Construction of the Baghdad Railway we can consider
more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Just
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book
Distant Ties: Germany, the Ottoman Empire, and the Construction of the Baghdad Railway. You can more



appealing than now.
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