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Essay from the year 2012 in the subject Politics - Political Theory and the History of Ideas Journal, grade:
76%, McGill University, language: English, abstract: In this essay, I examine Hobbes' account of the state of
nature and propose that the Hobbesian account of the sovereign's right to make decisions about what
doctrines and beliefs be taught to his subjects is flawed. +++ Thomas Hobbes’s discussion of the state of
nature is necessary to understand the
nature and powers of the sovereign in a commonwealth. A commonwealth is a person, or a
group of men who defend people from foreigners and from the injuries of one another, and
compel their performance to their covenant by fear [Penguin Classics edition’s page
numbers].1 This essay argues that Hobbes’s claim that the sovereign has the power and right
to judge what opinions and doctrines are fit to be taught is flawed because the sovereign’s
judgment can be erroneous and consequentially provoke grievances, resulting in civil war.
To do so, I will first examine how according to Hobbes’s fundamental law of nature, men
endeavour to live in peace, justifying the need for a commonwealth and sovereign to have
power and the right to judge what opinions and doctrines are fit to be taught. I will also
explain how the sovereign’s right to make judgments helps men to avoid the state of nature.
Then, I will analyze how the sovereign can make erroneous judgments, resulting in abuses of
speech and dissidence. Finally, I will refute the challenging counter-argument to my thesis,
which claims that erroneous doctrines are subjective, for neither the sovereign nor his
subjects can realize that erroneous doctrines have been made. [...]
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From reader reviews:

Karen Keegan:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book allowed "Leviathan"
or the Discourse on Human Infallibility? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you
can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have other opinion?

Sharonda Adair:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question because just their
can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need that "Leviathan" or the Discourse on Human Infallibility to
read.

Robert Clark:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this "Leviathan" or the Discourse on
Human Infallibility e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may
be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty "Leviathan" or the Discourse on
Human Infallibility as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that
can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh
come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Thomas Schwan:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just seeking the "Leviathan" or the Discourse on Human Infallibility when you necessary it?
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