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In 1953, Samuel Beckett’s Waiting for Godot premiered at a tiny avant-garde theatre in Paris; within five
years, it had been translated into more than twenty languages and seen by more than a million spectators. Its
startling popularity marked the emergence of a new type of theatre whose proponents—Beckett, Ionesco,
Genet, Pinter, and others—shattered dramatic conventions and paid scant attention to psychological realism,
while highlighting their characters’ inability to understand one another. In 1961, Martin Esslin gave a name
to the phenomenon in his groundbreaking study of these playwrights who dramatized the absurdity at the
core of the human condition.

Over four decades after its initial publication, Esslin’s landmark book has lost none of its freshness. The
questions these dramatists raise about the struggle for meaning in a purposeless world are still as incisive and
necessary today as they were when Beckett’s tramps first waited beneath a dying tree on a lonely country
road for a mysterious benefactor who would never show. Authoritative, engaging, and eminently readable,
The Theatre of the Absurd is nothing short of a classic: vital reading for anyone with an interest in the
theatre.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Johnson:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They are really reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the
person who don't like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Theatre of the Absurd.

James Smith:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve The Theatre of the Absurd will
make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing. But
some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they
could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book with you?

Kenneth Vargas:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that
question since just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular The Theatre of the
Absurd to read.

Callie Allen:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Theatre of the Absurd can be the
solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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