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In Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba, Ivor L. Miller shows how African migrants and
their political fraternities played a formative role in the history of Cuba. During the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries, no large kingdoms controlled Nigeria and Cameroon's multilingual Cross River basin. Instead,
each settlement had its own lodge of the initiation society called Ékpè, or "leopard," which was the highest
indigenous authority. Ékpè lodges ruled local communities while also managing regional and long-distance
trade. Cross River Africans, enslaved and forcibly brought to colonial Cuba, reorganized their Ékpè clubs
covertly in Havana and Matanzas into a mutual-aid society called Abakuá, which became foundational to
Cuba's urban life and music.

Miller's extensive fieldwork in Cuba and West Africa documents ritual languages and practices that survived
the Middle Passage and evolved into a unifying charter for transplanted slaves and their successors. To gain
deeper understanding of the material, Miller underwent Ékpè initiation rites in Nigeria after ten years'
collaboration with Abakuá initiates in Cuba and the United States. He argues that Cuban music, art, and even
politics rely on complexities of these African-inspired codes of conduct and leadership. Voice of the Leopard
is an unprecedented tracing of an African title-society to its Caribbean incarnation, which has deeply
influenced Cuba's creative energy and popular consciousness.
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From reader reviews:

Gemma Jackson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Voice of the
Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series) is our recommendation so you keep
up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Maria Jennings:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic
as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and
Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to
the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or
perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Tina Wilson:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can
see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to
you personally is Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series) this
reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented
just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
appropriate all of you.

Hoa Gilkey:

Beside this Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series) in your
phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and
the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old
people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Voice of the Leopard: African Secret Societies and
Cuba (Caribbean Studies Series) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at
times have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if
you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring



beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from currently!
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