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A prolific nineteenth-century author, Paul Laurence Dunbar was the first African American poet to gain
national recognition. Praised by Booker T. Washington, W. E. B. DuBois, and Frederick Douglass, who
called him “the most promising colored man in America,” Dunbar intrigued readers and literary critics with
his depictions of African Americans’ struggle to overcome a legacy of slavery and prejudice. His remarkably
large body of work—he wrote eleven volumes of poetry, four short story collections, five novels, three
librettos, and a play before his death at thirty-three—draws on the oral storytelling traditions of his ex-slave
mother as well as his unconventional education at an all-white public school to explore the evolving identity
of the black community and its place in post–Civil War America.

Willie Harrell has assembled a collection of essays on Dunbar’s work that builds on the research published
over the last two decades. Employing an array of approaches to Dunbar’s poetic creations, these essays
closely examine the self-motivated and dynamic effect of his use of dialect, language, rhetorical strategies,
and narrative theory to promote racial uplift. They situate Dunbar’s work in relation to the issues of
advancement popular during the Reconstruction era and against the racial stereotypes proliferating in the
early twentieth century while demonstrating its relevance to contemporary literary studies.

We Wear the Mask will appeal to scholars and students of African American literature and poetry, as well as
those interested in one of the most celebrated and widely taught African American authors.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Hampton:

Often the book We Wear the Mask: Paul Laurence Dunbar and the Politics of Representative Reality will
bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique.
In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book We Wear the
Mask: Paul Laurence Dunbar and the Politics of Representative Reality is much recommended to you you
just read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Vincent Cartagena:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent all day every day to reading a e-book. The book We Wear the Mask: Paul Laurence Dunbar and the
Politics of Representative Reality it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended
this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this
book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The
price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Irma Chavez:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
book We Wear the Mask: Paul Laurence Dunbar and the Politics of Representative Reality we can consider
more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life
with this book We Wear the Mask: Paul Laurence Dunbar and the Politics of Representative Reality. You
can more appealing than now.

Heather Killen:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book We Wear the Mask: Paul Laurence Dunbar and
the Politics of Representative Reality to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a
book and examine it. Beside that the reserve We Wear the Mask: Paul Laurence Dunbar and the Politics of
Representative Reality can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're



doing of the time.
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