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On September 19 and 20, 1863, the Union Army of the Cumberland and the Confederate Army of Tennessee
fought a horrific battle along Chickamauga Creek in northern Georgia. Although the outcome of this chaotic
action was a stunning Confederate victory, the campaign ended with a resounding Union triumph at
Chattanooga. The ill-fated Army of Tennessee never won another major battle, while the Army of the
Cumberland was ultimately separated from its beloved commander, George H. Thomas.

Beginning with an account of the fierce fighting in 1863, author Bradley Keefer examines how the veterans
of both sides constructed memories of this battle during the three decades leading to the creation of the
Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Military Park. By preserving this most prominent battlefield, the
former foes created a sacred, commemorative landscape that memorialized mutual valor, sacrifice, and
sectional reconciliation.

Three years after the park’s 1895 dedication, the War Department made the Chickamauga battlefield the
main training site for volunteer troops during the Spanish-American War and temporarily renamed it Camp
George H. Thomas. Firsthand accounts by the camp’s soldiers initially reinforced the heroic connections
between the Civil War and the war with Spain. However, rapidly deteriorating conditions at the camp
contributed to a typhoid fever epidemic that killed more than 700 men. The resulting scandal created a rift
between the Civil War veterans, led by park founder Henry V. Boynton, and the disgruntled Spanish-
American War soldiers who claimed that the park was unhealthy, the War Department negligent, and the
deaths unnecessary.

The aging Civil War veterans worked tirelessly to restore the park to its former condition by obliterating the
remnants of Camp George H. Thomas and obscuring its place in memory. For the veterans of the Spanish-
American War, the ambiguous memories surrounding their ordeal at Camp George H. Thomas reflected their
inability to make a significant dent in the nation’s collective consciousness. The neglect and victimization
that many Spanish and Philippine war veterans felt they had endured at the camp continued well into the
twentieth century as they and their accomplishments were gradually overshadowed by the legacy of the Civil
War and the epic significance of the two World Wars.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Jude:

The e-book with title Conflicting Memories on the “River of Death”: The Chickamauga Battlefield and the
Spanish-American War, 1863–1933 contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot
of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can
read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Theodore Mullis:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Conflicting Memories on the “River of
Death”: The Chickamauga Battlefield and the Spanish-American War, 1863–1933 is simple bringing you
can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to
bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often
the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Diane Lomas:

You can obtain this Conflicting Memories on the “River of Death”: The Chickamauga Battlefield and the
Spanish-American War, 1863–1933 by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might
to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not
only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era
such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your own ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Joe Williams:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their
interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Conflicting Memories on the “River of Death”: The Chickamauga Battlefield and the
Spanish-American War, 1863–1933 can make you really feel more interested to read.
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