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Sicker provides a synthesis from a wide range of sources that have not previously been integrated to present
an unromanticized recapitulation of the events and personalities that led to the troubled birth of modern
Israel. Much historical writing on modern Israel, Sicker asserts, is apologetic and editorially filtered in
conformity with a traditional Zionist historiography that tends to obscure as much as it reveals. As a result,
the emergence of modern Israel is shrouded in a mythology that has little or no place for inconvenient facts
or dissonant voices. Sicker examines the nature of the struggles within the Zionist community over the
national idea and its implications, and the evolving interactions of that community with the external political
environment. This leads him to assign a far more significant role to the so- called right-wing movements than
is usually allotted to them in the traditional left-oriented historiography and a more critical assessment of the
Zionist leadership.

He shows that virtually every major problem faced by contemporary Israel, a half-century after it came into
existence, was foreshadowed by the events and circumstances that precipitated and conditioned its
emergence. Sicker examines the seemingly irreconcilable differences between the left and right extremes of
the political spectrum; between the religious community and the secular; and between the Zionists and the
anti-Zionists. Today, a half-century later, these same issues are causing an increasing polarization of Israeli
society, with uncertain ramifications for the future.
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From reader reviews:

Tammy Crider:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Pangs of
the Messiah: The Troubled Birth of the Jewish State? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it
is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Cynthia Miller:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around
the world. Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Pangs of the Messiah: The
Troubled Birth of the Jewish State will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you
can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It's
not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with
you?

Sandra Earnhardt:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for us. The book Pangs of the Messiah: The Troubled Birth of the
Jewish State has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication Pangs of the Messiah: The Troubled Birth
of the Jewish State is not only giving you more new information but also to become your friend when you
feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while
using book Pangs of the Messiah: The Troubled Birth of the Jewish State. You never truly feel lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Kim Nielsen:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Pangs of the Messiah: The Troubled Birth
of the Jewish State is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not
have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read
it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.
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