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One of the most profound thinkers of modern history, Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-78) was a central figure
of the European Enlightenment. He was also its most formidable critic, condemning the political, economic,
theological, and sexual trappings of civilization along lines that would excite the enthusiasm of romantic
individualists and radical revolutionaries alike.

In this study of Rousseau's life and works Robert Wokler shows how his philosophy of history, his theories
of music and politics, his fiction, educational and religious writings, and even his botany, were all inspired
by visionary ideals of mankind's self-realization in a condition of unfettered freedom. He explains how, in
regressing to classical republicanism, ancient mythology, direct communion with God, and solitude,
Rousseau anticipated some post-modernist rejections of the Enlightenment
as well.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Gloria Smith:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that publication has different
type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading whatever they
have because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Rousseau: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).

Rufus George:

The actual book Rousseau: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has a lot associated with on
it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author.
The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after scanning this book.

Jeffrey Bumgardner:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Rousseau: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better
then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Rousseau: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) become your own personal starter.

Jonathan Hickman:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
you personally is Rousseau: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) this publication consist a
lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how does the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made
some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.
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