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Those who are able to read Homer in Greek have ample recourse to commentaries, but the vast majority who
read the Iliad in translation have not been so well served—the many available translations contain few, if
any, notes. For these readers, Malcolm M. Willcock provides a line-by-line commentary that explains the
many factual details, mythological allusions, and Homeric conventions that a student or general reader could
not be expected to bring to an initial encounter with the Iliad.

 

The notes, which always relate to particular lines in the text, have as their prime aim the simple, factual
explanation of things the inexperienced reader would be unlikely to have at his or her command (What is a
hecatomb? Who is Atreus' son?). Second, they enhance an appreciation of the Iliad by illuminating epic
style, Homer's methods of composition, the structure of the work, and the characterization of the major
heroes. The "Homeric Question," concerning the origin and authorship of the Iliad, is also discussed.

Professor Willcock's commentary is based on Richmond Lattimore's translation—regarded by many as the
outstanding translation of the present generation—but it may be used profitably with other versions as well.
This clearly written commentary, which includes an excellent select bibliography, will make one of the
touchstones of Western literature accessible to a wider audience.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Wyss:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible A Companion to The
Iliad (Phoenix Books)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend
your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or
you have different opinion?

William Stewart:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to
us that book is very important for people. The book A Companion to The Iliad (Phoenix Books) has been
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter
what advantages for you. The reserve A Companion to The Iliad (Phoenix Books) is not only giving you a
lot more new information but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal
spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book A Companion to The Iliad
(Phoenix Books). You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Elaine Harvey:

This A Companion to The Iliad (Phoenix Books) are reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The main reason of this A Companion to The Iliad (Phoenix Books) can be one of many great
books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with
information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring
it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this A Companion
to The Iliad (Phoenix Books) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial
run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Jennifer Valdovinos:

Beside this particular A Companion to The Iliad (Phoenix Books) in your phone, it could possibly give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to
got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have A Companion to The Iliad (Phoenix Books) because this book offers to
you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book along with
read it from currently!
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